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Dear Friends,

Thank you to the 100 families that have already contributed to the Bayit Va’Lev 
Capital Campaign. As a result of your generosity and commitment to the future 
of Beth El, the campaign recently passed the $1,000,000 mark in pledged funds! 
And we will build on this momentum when you add your name toward reaching 
our goals. This milestone is a great opportunity to review why this campaign was 
launched during Chanukah:

. To retire our remaining 3.3 million dollar mortgage

. To ensure that dues, tuition, and fees remain as stable as possible and perhaps 
   even be reduced over time
. To establish long-term endowments and funds for programming of excellence 
   across our generations
. Hiring and retention of great teachers, clergy, professional and support staff
. Making sure no one is excluded from joining Beth El due to financial stress or strain
. To remain the synagogue that you are proud to be a part of, and to aim even 
   higher toward inspiring everyone to live their fullest Jewish lives

If you have already pledged, thank you. If you haven’t: Beth El needs you now. 
As others have done for us, it is our opportunity to do for this and future generations. 
Your meaningful gift is the most important one. 

With great gratitude,

The Bayit Va’Lev Campaign Committee

Neal Cupersmith, Chair       Faye Shapiro, President

For more information
please contact Roberta S. Clark, 

Development & Membership Director,

 at rclark@bethelsnj.org or 856.520.8742



Thank You to Our Generous Donors:
$100,000+

Arnold & Marcia Cohen 
Harv Cohen

Debbie & Ed Hochberg and Family
The Katz Foundation

Stacy, Andy, Madeline, Jessica & Devyn Levin

$50,000 – $99,999
Donna & Richard Bell 

Fran & Neal Cupersmith

$25,000 – $49,999
Dorothy and Sam Feigenbaum

Miriam & Stan Meltzer
Barbra & Allen Wilen & Family

$10,000 – $24,999
Iris and Steven z”l Auerbach

Abby & Robert Belafsky
Andrew & Jennifer Bender 

Jocelyn Borowsky and Family
Rabbi David & Stephanie Englander

Robyn Greenberg Gelernt & Bill Gelernt 
& Children and Debbie Schwartz

Ilene & Harry Grossman
Myra & David Gutin

Jerome M. Katz
Pomerantz-Boro Family

Sherry & Stuart Sauer and Family
Karen & David Schlessel and Family
Dr. Gary & Faye Shapiro and Family

Linda & David Wander 
Judy & Stuart Wasserlauf

Up to $999
Michael Boro 

Jeff & Rachel Cohn
Chuck & Brenda Driben
Sharon & Robert Katz

Janet and Phil Kirschner
Cheryl & Dennis Riley

Marla and Martin Rosenthal
Marilyn & Steve Roth

Lauren and Joel Rudin
Barbara & Martin Sharofsky 

Rabbi Nathan Weiner & Samuel Warren 
Risa & Peretz Wittman

Private Meaningful Gifts
Carol & Fred Adelson

Katie & Sebastian Goldstein
Judy and Larry Gross

Valerie & Laurence Gross & Family
Jaime and Micah Herndon 

Paula Luborsky
Scott & Brooke Lipson

Rachel & Stephen Miller
The Respes Family 

Stacy and Marc Shenker

(List as of February 8, 2024)

Bayit Va’Lev OUR HEART, HOME & FUTURE

CONGREGATION BETH EL

Dedication 
Opportunities 

$3,000,000 Building Naming

$1,800,000 Early Childhood Center

$1,000,000 Religious School

$750,000 Administration/School Entrance
  Shabbat Entrance
  Main Kitchen

$500,000 Pathway to Inspiration

$360,000 Covid Memorial
  ECC Outdoor Playscape

$100,000	Confirmation	Class	Photo	Wall
  Main Entry Garden

$50,000	Mezuzah	–	Hazzan’s	Office
  Mezuzah – Memorial Room
  Mezuzah – Social Hall A
  Mezuzah – Social Hall B
  Sanctuary Extension A
  Sanctuary Extension C
  ECC Classroom 108

$5,000 – $9,999
Evelyn R. Behrend
Beth El Sisterhood

Dr. Henry & Debbie David and Family
Ray & Valerie Katz
The Laster Family

Ann & Bernie Miller
Darin & Jamie Morgan

Ellen Podell
Erica Ritter
Carol Rosof 

Rob & Amy Weinstein 
Julie & Jason Whitney

$3,600 – $4,999
David & Sara Baumgarten

Nicole & Michael Gray
David & Jill Hulnick

Marci & Jason Levine 
Judy & Len Wizmur

$1,000 – $3,599
Larry & Stacy Abrams

Gloria & Scott Andersen
Mira & Aaron Aumiller

Meredith & Andrew Becker and Family
Steven Bushinsky

Sharon & Mitchell Cohen
Harris & Arlene Colton

Adam, Leila, Samuel & Ariel Cupersmith
Debbie & Brian Drachman 

Leonard Feldman
Marla & Jeff Glauser

Lori & Richard Goldstein
Jessica and Aaron Inver 

Sandra & Arnold Kaminer
Sharla & Morton Kanovsky 

Debra Kelberg
Judi Keller & Alvin Zeises

Betty & Harris Klear
Samuel & Sheila Mandel 

The Mirons
Linda and Richard Moskowitz

Edwin & Marilyn Ogen
Michael & Marcy Postelnek

Marty & Gail Raffner 
Tami Bogutz Steinberg
Melody & Craig Taylor

Yoel Weiss & Jennifer Jagust
Bobbie & Steve Wenick 

Mimi & Harold Weitzman
Bernie & Eileen Yaffa

Shirley Yaffa
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CLERGY CORNER
It probably comes as no surprise to you that I believe in the power of music.  There is 
so much potential for music to help improve our lives. In addition to adding meaning 
and strength to our lives, research has proven that music can help us be more 
functional and get a good night’s sleep (well, maybe not for all of us!).  Dancing with 
music can improve physical function and singing in a choir can ease loneliness and 
improve self-esteem. Most significantly, musical ability is often preserved in those 
who have suffered a stroke. I have personally witnessed this striking ability in those 
no longer able to speak who could still sing.

The most powerful song of our ancestors, Shirat HaYam, the Song of the Sea, which 
was first sung as we crossed the sea from slavery to freedom, is recited every morning. 
It is the central part of parshat B’shallach which was chanted on Shabbat Shira, the 
Shabbat of Song.  We began services that morning with a Chanting Circle, enabling 

us to focus on a few words at a time instead of rushing through numerous words. It was both meditative and ecstatic and 
it helped us create deeper connections to the prayers. This practice gave us the opportunity to slow down and reflect 
on the words while allowing their profound meanings to flow through us. We closed our eyes as the chanting resonated 
within us. This prayer practice is acceptable and always available to you. I want to thank our chanting circle participants, 
our dedicated Adult Choir, our BEST kids’ choir and Cantor Sher for filling our service with music, joy, learning and promise. 
Later that night, we hosted Neshama Carlebach for an uplifting concert of solidarity for Israel.  

It is incredibly fulfilling when we gather together in song and in prayer! We are fortunate to have the opportunity to be 
thankful every day.  In fact, our sages teach us that we are obligated to recite 100 blessings every day. There are so many 
moments worthy of gratitude in our lives. Even during the most challenging moments, we can live our lives with gratitude 
and focus on blessings.  

We find the Hebrew word for blessing (bracha) again and again in the holy words of our Torah and in our siddur. In prayer, 
we use the phrase Baruch Atah HaShem, Blessed are You, Gd, as our formula to praise Gd who is a source of blessing. It is 
an acknowledgement of the abundance that comes from Gd and also used to draw us close. These blessings are meant to 
connect us to Gd and to each other in a deeper way.  

Rabbi Lawrence Kushner, noted scholar and author on spirituality and mysticism, suggests that Torah is not real because it 
happened, it is real because it happens. Our text relates how Gd blessed our ancestors and also how people can bless each 
other. We can know more about what others are trying to say to us when we pay attention and respond. Our relationships 
are based on reciprocal actions and expressions of emotions. Each one of us has the ability to transform gratitude into 
powerful moments of action.

Music, prayer and active listening can all serve as amazing vehicles. As friend of Beth El songwriter Benj Pasek has written, 
‘There’s a place where we don’t have to feel alone… and every time that you call out, you’re a little less alone.’

As you listen, as you pray, as you pay attention to the stories of our ancestors and of your family and friends, consider what 
you can do to help others find this place at home, at work, at school and at our beloved Beth El. We can all be here for one 
another; just showing up is a mitzvah.

We are supported by hands that uplift us, even in the midst of a fall. We are urged on by eyes that meet us, even when we are 
too weak for a meeting. Ours are the arms, the fingers, the voices; ours are the hands, the eyes, the smiles. We are loved by an 
unending love. - Rabbi Rami Shapiro

I hope these words inspire you as much as they inspire me. Blessings for health, healing, love and peace,

Hazzan Alisa Pomerantz-Boro
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Those who know me well 
know I love to cook and bake. 
And I especially LOVE to bake 
Hamantaschen! Lucky for me, 
Purim is fast approaching and 
I am so excited to get out my 
flour and rolling pin and get 
my hands dirty baking. Baking 
Hamantaschen is a long-time 
family tradition that goes 
way back. I remember baking 

Hamantaschen with my mother every year when I was a child. 
And I’m pretty sure that, since I became a mom, I’ve baked 
them every year with my children.

Where did the concept of this three corner cookie filled 
with fruit filling even come from? I always thought that the 
triangular shaped cookie represented Haman’s hat, and by 
eating them we are destroying Haman’s memory. But the story 
of Purim takes place in ancient Persia, about 5th century B.C.E., 
long before the supposed tri-cornered hats were in fashion. 
One explanation is that Hamantaschen come from a German 
cookie, called a mohntaschen which literally translates to mohn 
– poppy seed, and taschen – pocket, or poppy seed pocket. At 
some point in the 15th century, German Jews dubbed them 
hamantaschen, or “Haman’s pockets,” as a play on words 
that alluded to the rumor that Haman’s pockets were stuffed 
with bribe money. Others have dug deeper into the meaning, 
suggesting that the poppy seeds represented Queen Esther’s 
vegetarian diet while in King Achashverosh’s palace since she 

had to keep her Kashrut status a secret. Another, that the 
three corners are symbolic of the strength that Queen Esther 
derived from her three ancestors, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
Lastly, regardless of what is inside your Hamantaschen, the 
filling is partially covered by the dough, just as Gd’s presence 
was hidden in the Purim story.

Regardless of which symbolism resonates with you, I think we 
can all agree that Hamantaschen taste great and are a great 
way to connect us to this incredibly important survival story of 
our past. ! encourage everyone to try baking Hamantaschen 
this year, even if you never have before. There are lots of 
recipes available on the internet, some as easy as using a 
boxed cake mix as the basis for the cookie dough. During this 
time of year, our supermarkets have many options for filling. 
If you’d like to know my favorite recipes, feel free to email 
me at president@bethelsnj.org and I will be happy to share 
them with you.

There will be plenty of opportunities to eat Hamantaschen 
with your Beth El family. On Saturday night March 23rd will 
be an adult Purim party with a full Megillah reading, and on 
Sunday morning March 24th we will have a family Megillah 
reading followed by our annual Purim Carnival and Mitzvah 
Mall. I wouldn’t be surprised if some of those sweet, tasty 
cookies showed up at Shabbat services that weekend as well.

Wishing everyone a Hag Purim Sameach filled with plenty of 
delicious Hamantaschen!

Faye L. Shapiro

OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
We are excited to share with you 
the latest updates on our ongoing 
efforts towards sustainability and 
energy efficiency. I am thrilled to 
share we recently completed the 
LED lighting replacement project 
throughout our entire building, 
complemented by the utilization 
of our large solar array to further 
maximize our energy savings.

The decision to upgrade our lighting system to LED 
technology was driven by our commitment to environmental 
stewardship and financial responsibility. LED lighting offers 
numerous advantages over traditional lighting, including 
longer lifespan, lower energy consumption, and reduced 
maintenance costs. The installation of LED lighting is just 
one aspect of our broader sustainability strategy. The 
synergy between LED lighting and solar energy allows us 

to maximize our energy savings while exemplifying our 
commitment to environmental responsibility.

In addition to the environmental benefits, these energy-
efficient upgrades have tangible financial advantages for 
our synagogue. By reducing our energy consumption and 
operating costs, we can allocate more resources towards 
our core mission and community programs. The savings 
generated from these initiatives enable us to reinvest in 
initiatives that enrich the lives of our members and support 
our broader philanthropic efforts.

As we celebrate this milestone, I want to express my 
appreciation to Mike Sherman and his company, Vanguard 
Building Solutions (www.vbs-energy.com) and to our solar 
vendor, Geoscape (www.geoscapesolar.com). If you own 
and/or operate a commercial property, please consider these 
vendors as partners.

Josh Laster



JOIN OUR GROWING LIST OF SHOMRIM MEMBERS
PILLAR

The Brown Families – Sidney & Sandy and Jeff & Tracy
Donna & Richard Forman – Forman Foundation

VISIONARY
Marvin Samson Foundation

SUSTAINER
Marcia & Arnold Cohen

Jerome M. Katz
The Keim Family Foundation

Anonymous

BUILDER
Iris & Steven (z”l) Auerbach

Susan & David Backal
Donna & Richard Bell

Elaine (z”l) & Bart Greenspan

Deborah & Ed Hochberg
Judy & Donald (z”l) Love

Ellen & Michael Lowenberger
Carol & Donald Meltzer

Miriam & Stan Meltzer
Rachel & Stephen Miller

Sharon & Adam Sackstein

Elissa & Eric Boory
Beth & Josh Brodkin

Sharla & Morton Kanovsky

M. Zev Rose
Lauren & Jon Soll

Linda & David Wander
Elaine L. Waxman

Julie & Jason Whitney
Barb & Allen Wilen

Judith & Leonard Wizmur

BENEFACTOR

Gerry & Howard Abramsohn
Sharon & Elliot Atkins
Cathy & Marc Backal

The Bell Baeuerle Family
Steven Beilowitz

Jennifer & Andrew Bender
Helene & Alan Blumenfeld

Jocelyn Borowsky
Leslie & David Breslau
Staci & Jeffrey Cedar
Amy & Eric Clayman

Leslie & Steven Cohen
Myrna & Larry Cohen
Arlene & Harris Colton

Fran & Neal Cupersmith
Marsha Dollinger

Brenda & Chuck Driben
Karen & Ian Driben

Christine & William Feinberg
Leonard Feldman

Nicole & Michael Gray
Jennifer & Alex Greenwald
Ilene & Harry Grossman

Myra & David Gutin
Sandra & Arnold Kaminer

Ziva & Haim Kantor 
Stacy & Andrew Levin
Suzanne & Victor Levy

Renee & David Lieberman
Eileen Mangel

Andrea & Marc Millstein
Jamie & Darin Morgan

Linda & Richard Moskowitz
Hilary & Harry Platt

Ellen Podell
Erica & Jerry Rothkoff

Ilene Rosen & Todd Rowan
Sharon & Jay Ruder
Joyce & Mel Ruthen
Zena & Fred Sacks

Sherry & Stuart Sauer
Karen & David Schlessel
Betsy & Robert Schwartz
Brandi & Gregory Seltzer

Faye & Gary Shapiro
Shari & Jeffrey Shapiro

Carol & Joel Silbert
Judy & Len Simkin

Tami Bogutz Steinberg
Alison & Neil Tarnopol
Diane & Stuart Traster

Lynne & Diego Warszawski
Cookie & Allan Weinberg
Ilene & Michael Weinberg

Karin Elkis & Steven Weinstein
Jennifer & James Weiss

Jennifer Jagust & Yoel Weiss
Eileen & Bernard Yaffa 

Anonymous 

GUARDIAN
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BETH EL EDUCATION
“IT’S PURIM TIME!” 

One of my favorite times of the year is Purim! 
On this festival, we celebrate how Queen Esther 
helped saved the Jewish people of Persia from evil 
Haman! It is a holiday filled with noise, costumes, 
games, and yummy hamantaschen. But did you 
know that there are four mitzvot of Purim? 
 
Megillat Esther: The first Mitzvah of Purim is that 
of the reading aloud of Megillat Esther, the Book 
of Esther, twice - once in the evening and once in 

the morning. And this is a book that we encourage our children to make noise 
during the service every time we hear the name of Haman!   
 
Mishloach Manot: The second Mitzvah of Purim is the giving of Misholach 
Manot to our friends. Mishloach Manot are food baskets that we give to at 
least one person consisting of two items to ensure that everyone has a happy 
holiday. When Haman wanted to destroy the Jewish people, he said that we were 
“scattered and separate.” To prove Haman wrong, we show our unity by sending 
gifts to our Jewish friends. 
 
Seudah: The third Mitzvah of Purim is a Seudah, a festive meal. Like every holiday, 
we celebrate with a traditional meal to celebrate the miracle of the holiday. We 
are basically fulfilling a commandment that tells us to “eat, drink, and be merry!” 
 
Matanot L’evyonim: The fourth and final Mitzvah of Purim is the giving of 
Matanot L’evyonim, gifts to the poor. Although Purim is one of the most joyous 
holidays, we acknowledge that there are some who are unable to celebrate and 
therefore we fulfill the mitzvah of giving to the poor. There are a variety of ways 
to do this, including giving Tzedakah, or making donations of food or clothing. 
 
We hope you will join us here at Beth El to fulfill all of these Mitzvot. Please join 
us for our Family Megillah Reading and Purim Carnival on Sunday, March 
24 at 9am. We will begin the morning by listening to Megillat Esther read by 
our Beth El Religious School students. We will drown out Haman’s name with 
graggers and enjoy an entertaining Purim Shpiel (skit) to the theme of Barbie! 
Following the Megillah reading, everyone will have the opportunity to partake 
in a festive meal at our Purim Carnival with delicious snacks that will be available 
for purchase. Families will also be able to fulfill the mitzvah of Mishloach Manot 
through Beth El. Please check out the website for more information. And finally, 
families will have the opportunity to fulfill the mitzvah of Matanot L’evyonim at 
our Mitzvah Mall during the Purim Carnival where a variety of tzedakah projects 
and charities will be displayed by our B’nai Mitzvah students who are raising 
money for important causes. 
 
You won’t want to miss Purim at Beth El this year!  

Rabbi Nogah Marshall
Educational Director

As always, our ECC is bustling with 
excitement and activity. 

Our Tu B’Shevat seder was a hit! The 
children loved trying a variety of 
delicious foods that grow on trees, and 
had so much fun listening to Rabbi 
Marshall read Tu B’Shevat stories and 
singing songs.  

We had three wonderful Shabbat 
experiences with our visiting Rabbinic 
Candidates. We also reached the 
milestone of celebrating 100 Days of 
School!  Our ECC students marked 
the occasion by learning to count to 
100, bringing in 100 of something and 
some classes created special 100th 
day projects. We then celebrated Read 
Across America and Dr. Seuss Day with 
a visit from a special guest... the Cat 
in the Hat!  

It’s hard to believe how much fun AND 
learning is happening here in our ECC!

Ayelet Mittelman
ECC Director
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JENNA & ALEXA MOLOTSKY - 
MARCH 2 
Parents: Debbie & Lee Molotsky
Grandparents: Marcia & Henry 
Rabinowitz and Sharon & Stanley 
Molotsky
Mitzvah Project: Alexa and Jenna 
are holding a clothing drive 

for Cradles to Crayons - Cradles to Crayons provides children living in 
homelessness or low-income situations with everyday essentials.

Mazal Tov TO OUR B’NAI MITZVAH

MARA LOWENBERGER - MARCH 10  
Parents: Ellen & Michael Lowenberger
Siblings: Andrew Lowenberger
Grandparents: Ilene Berman & Bruce 
Klein, Marvin Berman(z”l), Mark 
& Patricia Lowenberger, Maxine 
Hargus & Bruce Humes.
Mitzvah Project: Mara and Jordyn created a 

business called, “Bracelets with Love” which distributed bracelet kits 
to hospitalized children. In addition, Mara donated to the Epilepsy 
Foundation and the JCC Camps at Medford Open Hearts Open 
Doors program in honor of her brother.

Congregation Beth El’s Annual 

Sunday, 
March 17

10:30am 
to 1:30pm 

PartyParty  Showcase!Showcase!

A One-Stop-Shop for all Your Wedding, B’nai Mitzvah, 
Sweet 16, or Any Other Celebration Needs! 

Meet DJs, Event planners, Photographers, Hair stylists, 
Invitation Specialists, Decor professionals and more! 

For more information, contact Valerie Linden: BEpartyshowcase@gmail.com

JORDYN SELTZER - MARCH 16  
Parents: Brandi & Gregory Seltzer
Siblings: Hara Seltzer
Grandparents: Miriam & Robert 
Seltzer and Cindy & Herman(z”l) 
Wexler 
Mitzvah Project: Jordyn participated 
in the “Walk to End Epilepsy” an 

organization very near and dear to her family. In addition, 
Jordyn and Mara created a business called, “Bracelets 
with Love” which distributed bracelet kits to hospitalized 
children.  

BRIANNA CEDAR - APRIL 13  
Parents: Staci & Jeffrey Cedar
Siblings: Matthew Cedar
Grandparents: Sam & Dorothy 
Feigenbaum and Carol & 
Bob Cedar
Mitzvah Project: Brianna is 
partnering with ‘Leveling 

the Playing Field’ collecting sports equipment and 
helping to sort and distribute it.
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OTHER VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES:
. Boker Tov Program - We need volunteers to make wellness calls to Beth El congregants who are elderly or sick. 

Do you know someone who would benefit from these calls? Please let us know!

. Mourning Committee 'Nihum Avelim' - Volunteers are needed to make condolence calls, help setting up 
a shiva house, and help get volunteers to make a minyan.

If you have any questions or are interested in volunteering, please contact Marsha Goodman 
at 215-206-5182 or margood1941@gmail.com

Beth El Social Action Committee continues to make a difference 
in the lives of others through a variety of mitzvah projects! Here 
are some recent highlights:

. Beth El’s Chevra adult volunteers visited the Ronald McDonald 
House in Camden this past November. They made and served 
lasagna to the families and led a fun and interactive game of 
Thanksgiving Bingo.

. At Let’s Do Shabbat Friendsgiving, presented by Achim Sheli 
& Kavod, attendees made Thanksgiving centerpieces that were 
donated to Cathedral Kitchen in Camden to brighten their 
Thanksgiving dinner tables.

. Volunteers prepared a delicious Christmas Eve dinner feast for 
the families at Ronald McDonald House in Camden. According 
to Josh Laster, the experience was “hands down one of the best 
activities my family has ever done together!”

. Morah Elana Doar and the ECC coordinated an overwhelmingly 
successful medicine and supplies drive for the IDF soldiers. In 
addition, the ECC raised more than $4,000 for lone soldiers!

. In honor of the Super Bowl, we held a Sports Equipment Drive 
for Leveling the Playing Field (LPF). LPF distributes the equipment 
to schools, under-resourced youth groups, and community 
programs throughout the local area.

“Volunteerism and social action 
initiatives represent core values of our 

Beth El community. Where we can be of 
service we strive to meet any need that 

will help others to realize their potential, 
because we recognize that every human 

being is created in the image of God.”
- Rabbi David Englander

Social Action at 
CONGREGATION BETH EL

Upcoming opportunities 
to put our values in action:

Red Cross Blood Drive – Thursday, February 
29 from 2-7pm at Beth El

Volunteer Afternoon at Leveling the 
Playing Field Warehouse – Sunday, March 
3 from 2:30-4:30pm. A hands-on volunteer 
opportunity for all ages!

Adult Volunteer Night at Ronald McDonald 
House – Sunday, March 10 at 4pm 

Toiletries Drive for Operation Yellow 
Ribbon – Bring donations to Purim Megillah 
Reading on March 23 and Purim Carnival on 
March 24.

Mitzvah Mall – Sunday, March 24 from 
10am – 12pm. Learn about and support the 
wonderful mitzvah projects of Beth El’s 
B’nai Mitzvah students!

We thank everyone who has made a difference with their time and generosity! For more information, contact 
Alicia Drozen at adrozen@bethelsnj.org or Social Action Chair, Marla Rosenthal, at socialaction@bethelsnj.org



March/April 2024 - Adar I/Adar II/Nisan 5784                              	              10 			                           Congregation Beth El 

upcoming EVENTS
                   at a glance!

Prayers & Pajamas
Fridays, March 1 & April 5 at 5:30pm

Celebration Shabbat
Fridays, March 1 & April 5 at 6pm

KaHaL Book Club with Jaime Herndon
Sunday, March 3 at 10:00am

Volunteer at Leveling the Playing Field 
Sunday, March 3 at 2:30pm Details on pg. 9

Habonim Author Event 
Wednesday, March 6 at 7:30pm Details on pg. 27

Shabbat Dinner with Israeli 
Guest Speakers
Friday, March 8 at 7pm

Volunteer at Ronald McDonald House
Sunday, March 10 at 4pm

BookTok Live
Mondays, March 11 & April 8 at Noon

Sisterhood Hamantaschen Bake Off
Wednesday, March 13 at 7pm

Men’s Club Schmooze & Brews
Wednesday, March 13 at 7pm

College Connection Purim Packing
Friday, March 15 at 11am

Tot Shabbat
Saturdays, March 16 & April 20 at 10am

KaHaL Lunch & Learn
The Nuts & Bolts of Purim
Saturday, March 16 at 12:30pm

Sisterhood Party Showcase
Sunday, March 17 at 10:30am Details on pg. 8

KaHaL & Habonim Movie Matinee
Sunday, March 17 at 12:30pm Details on pg. 27

Sisterhood “The Challah Prince”
Wednesday, March 20 at 7pm (at 
Congregation Kol Ami) Details on pg. 16

Erev Purim Megillah Reading and 
Adult Purim Party
Saturday, March 23 at 7:45pm 

Family Megillah Reading, Purim Carnival 
& Mitzvah Mall 
Sunday, March 24 at 9am Details on pg. 13

Life & Legacy/Shomrim Art Show Reception
Wednesday, March 27 at 7pm

Kavod Transgender Day of Visibility 
Sunday, March 31

Service From the Heart
Sunday, April 7 at 10:30am

Men’s Club Annual Rabbi Bike Ride
Sunday, April 7 at 12:30pm 

Sisterhood Rosh Chodesh
Monday, April 8 at 7:30pm

Annual Meeting
Sunday, April 14 at 9:30am

Volunteer at BookSmiles Book Bank
Monday, April 15 at 7:30pm Details on pg. 9

Sisterhood “The Spice Detective”
Wednesday, April 17 at 7pm Details on pg. 16

KaHaL Lunch & Learn
The Nuts & Bolts of Passover
Saturday, April 20 at 12:30pm

Passsover 2nd Night Community Seder
Tuesday, April 23 at 7pm

Let’s Do Shabbat Freedom Café
Friday, April 26 at 7pm

Men’s Club Shabbat
Saturday, April 27 at 9am

‘The Great Akifomen Hunt’ for 
Young Families
Sunday, April 28 at 10:30am

Questions? Contact Alicia Drozen, Events & Programs Manager at adrozen@bethelsnj.org or 856.281.9983

Lively service with music & prayers, 
embracing the special needs community

Service 
        from the 

                 HEART

SUNDAYS at 10:30am 
WHEN: October 22, February 25, April 7

WHERE: Brown Chapel at Congregation Beth El
*Interpreted in ASL

Questions? Contact Alyssa Gross, 

Clergy Executive Assistant & Lifecycle Coordinator, 

at agross@bethelsnj.org or 856.675.1166 x417

8000 Main Street | Voorhees, NJ 08043 | 856.675.1166 | www.bethelsnj.org

CONGREGATION

Beth El
קהילה בית אל

ESTABLISHED 1921

All are welcome. We Belong Together
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Mira & Aaron Aumiller
Susan & David Backal
Cathy & Marc Backal
Marcia Baruch Bowen
Donna & Richard Bell
Pam & Bob Benedon

Jodi Berman
Helene & Alan Blumenfeld

Jocelyn Borowsky
Ronit & Chris Boyd

Beth & Josh Brodkin
Amy & Eric Clayman

Herbert (z”l) & Thalia Cohen
Arlene & Harris Colton

Fran & Neal Cupersmith
Leila & Adam Cupersmith

Marsha Dollinger
Alan Dias & Heidi Handler

June & Steven Eisner & Family
Alan Finkelstein

Nicole & Michael Gray 
Myra & David Gutin

Phyllis Hecsh
Deborah & Edward Hochberg

Beth & Harvey Jacob
Adam Kaminer

Arnold & Sandra Kaminer
Sharla & Mort Kanovsky
Amy & Barnard Kaplan

Jerome Katz
Alison & Andrew Keim

Debra Kelberg
Deborah Shore & Jonathan Korn

Helene & Rabbi Aaron Krupnick
Fran & Leon L. Levy

Suzanne & Victor Levy
Judy & Donald (z”l) Love
Diane & Benjamin Mashioff
Rachel & Stephen Miller
Burt & Diane Nussbaum
Sheri & Jason Pecarsky

Lynn Goldman Paul
Arlene & Ed Plasky
Hilary & Harry Platt

Ilene Rosen & P. Todd Rowan
Sharon & Adam Sackstein

Stuart & Sherry Sauer
Karen & David Schlessel & Family

Harriet Schulman
Robin & Joshua Schwartz

Faye & Gary Shapiro
Jennifer Sholder
Michael Silver

Juli Mandel Sloves & Glenn Sloves
Lauren & Jonathan Soll
Tami Bogutz Steinberg

Judith & Stuart Wasserlauf
Jennifer & Jim Weiss

Jennifer Jagust & Yoel Weiss
Julie & Jason Whitney

Leah & Jason Wolf
Jeffrey Zeiger

Anonymous (2)

Please remember Beth El when you do your Estate Planning. 
Leaving a legacy is simple: Bequest in a Will, Gift of Life Insurance, Gift of 
IRA or Pension Funds, Gift of Cash or Assets, Charitable Remainder Trust.

Contact Roberta S. Clark at rclark@bethelsnj.org
*Names in bold have formalized a commitment to Beth El

To create your Jewish Legacy, contact Roberta S. Clark, Development & Membership Director | rclark@bethelsnj.org | 856.675.1166 x418

CONGREGATION

Beth El
קהילה בית אל

ESTABLISHED 1921

A strong Jewish Tomorrow 
is in YOUR hands

By leaving a gift to Congregation Beth El in your will or 
estate plans, your legacy commitment can ensure that our 
synagogue will remain part of South Jersey’s vibrant and 

colorful Jewish community for generations to come. 



March/April 2024 - Adar I/Adar II/Nisan 5784                              	              12 			                           Congregation Beth El 

Amy Kaplan
Congregation Librarian

What kind of fiction do you enjoy? 
Historical fiction, fictionalized 
biography, and even a taste of the 
paranormal await in these new books, 
available in your synagogue library.

Young people today might not recognize her name, but in 
1945, everyone knew who Bess Myerson was. In “Bessie,” author 
Linda Kass fictionalizes ten years in Myerson’s life, beginning 
in 1936, when she was 12 years old. She was a talented pianist 
and attended the High School of Music 
and Art. The author focuses on actual 
events of her subject’s life, at times 
mixing fact with fiction but staying 
true to Myerson’s story. Despite the 
prevalence of antisemitism in the U.S. 
in the 1930s and 1940s, Bess Myerson 
became Miss America in 1945; she was 
crowned six days after the end of WWII.  
Later she was a spokesperson for the 
ADL in their Brotherhood Campaign to 
fight bigotry and hate, traveling throughout the U.S. In the 
1980s she became a familiar figure in New York City politics. 
As “Bessie” shows, Myerson used her beauty, fame, and fierce 
determination to fight antisemitism and all forms of bigotry.

The chapters in “The Echo of Old Books” by Barbara Davis 
alternate between 1984 Portsmouth, New Hampshire and 
1941 New York. In the 1984 story we meet Ashlyn, a rare 
book dealer who can sometimes actually feel the emotions 

of a book’s former owners. In one case, 
she senses a romance between two 
authors, nicknamed Hemi and Belle. 
Hemi, a newspaper reporter, and Belle, 
a wealthy socialite, were lovers in New 
York in 1941.  Against a background 
of antisemitism and war, each wrote 
the story of their romance, but their 
books were never published. Ashlyn, a 
book dealer and book lover, becomes 
deeply engrossed in the tragic story of 

Hemi and Belle. She has had a difficult life, but books have 
been a refuge, and her interest in the books by Hemi and 

Belle will bring romance her way, too.  This novel has elements 
of a treasure hunt story, a romance, and a mystery, and the 
unreliability of memory is a major theme. “The Echo of Old 
Books” is a page-turner, perfect for anyone who loves books 
– rare or new.

“We Must Not Think of Ourselves,” by local author Lauren 
Grodstein, is a shining example of the power of historical 
fiction. This is the story of fictional 
Adam Paskow, a widower still 
mourning his wife, now reduced to 
sharing an apartment with other 
families when they are all relocated to 
the Warsaw Ghetto. Adam is recruited 
to join Emanuel Ringelblum’s “Oneg 
Shabbat,” the real-life group of ghetto 
dwellers who are documenting their 
lives for posterity. Adam augments 
his diary entries with interviews of his 
flatmates and some of the children in the English classes he 
leads. While the novel offers details of daily life in the ghetto, 
including the horrors of starvation and brutality, the focus 
is really on the individuals and their struggles to stay alive 
and maintain dignity and hope. Beyond the facts of life in 
the ghetto we get a moving account of the inner, emotional 
lives of these fictional, yet somehow very real, people. The 
author has noted that her inspiration for the novel was a trip 
to Poland, where she visited the Oneg Shabbat Archive. 

The Library is open: MONDAY, TUESDAY, and WEDNESDAY 
9:30am – 12:00pm. To borrow books at other times please 
call (856-675-1166, ext. 503) or email akaplan@bethelsnj.org 
and I’ll arrange for the book to be ready to pick up at the 
administrative office.

The Library’s BookTok 
LIVE is your place to talk 
about books! Join us for 
a lively discussion as we 
share updates about the 
books we’re reading and 

hear about what others have read (books do not have to 
have Jewish content). We’ll meet on MARCH 11 and APRIL 8, 
Noon – 1:00pm in the library. Bring a dairy of vegetarian lunch 
if you wish, and we’ll talk! For more information, call the Library.

BELL LIBRARY NEWS

Live
#BookTok#BookTok
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CONGREGATION

Beth El
קהילת בית אל

ESTABLISHED 1921 8000 Main Street | Voorhees, NJ 08043 | 856.675.1166 | www.bethelsnj.org

Presented by the Beth El Religious School PTG

For tickets, scan the QR code or visit: 
bethelsnj.wufoo.com/forms/purim-carnival-2024
Early bird pricing until February 29th at midnight!

FAMiLY 

PURiM 
MEGiLLAH READiNG 

& CARNiVAL
SSuunnddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  2244tthh

Games 
Shushan Haunted Castle

Hamantaschen 
Toddler Town

Raffles 

Popcorn
Ice Cream

Bounce Houses  ...and more! 

 9am-10am 

FFaammiillyy  MMeeggiillllaahh  

RReeaaddiinngg,,  SShhppiieell  

&&  CCoossttuummee  PPaarraaddee!!

10am-12pm PPuurriimm  CCaarrnniivvaall!!
10am-12pm 

MMiittzzvvaahh  MMaallll
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Beautiful evening at our Israel Solidarity Concert with Neshama Carlebach.  

Tu B’Shevat Wine Tasting with Dr. Steven Kerbel.				      Celebrating Tu B’Shevat!

Around the ECC... we love seeing these beautiful smiles!

Looking   
      back at... 

Recent Beth El Happenings
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Our ANNUAL MLK DAY OF SERVICE honored Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s legacy and commitment 
to service with a morning of Mitzvah projects benefiting 15 different causes in the community. We also decorated thank 
you cards for IDF soldiers which were sent to the soldiers through multiple agencies including the Lone Soldier Project. 
At the event, volunteers of all ages packaged 120 care packs for the Attic Youth Center, made 300 activity books for the 
Sunrise Association to distribute to children’s oncology units, prepared hundreds of cheese sandwiches and centerpieces 
for Cathedral Kitchen, made fleece blankets for Project Linus, decorated birthday cards for clients served by JFCS, created 

dog & cat toys for the Voorhees Animal Orphanage, colored thank you cards for the Voorhees Township Police Department, 
packaged cookies for Unforgotten Haven’s Homeless Outreach Initiative, and created dozens of flower decorations for 
Lion’s Gate and the VTPD with Eyal’s Flowers. In addition, we collected more than 5,500 pounds of clothing along with 

thousands of pounds of other items for Goodwill and hundreds of books for BookSmiles.

Looking   
      back at... 

Recent Beth El Happenings



@challahprince 
Idan Chabasov 

Wednesday, March 20 
7pm at Kol Ami

@thespicedetective
Yaniv Cohen

Wednesday, April 17 
7pm at Beth El

@busyinbrooklyn
Chanie Apfelbaum
Wednesday, May 8

7pm at TBS

8000 Main St, Voorhees NJ 08043   |   1101 Springdale Rd, Cherry Hill, NJ 08003   |   1901 Kresson Rd, Cherry Hill, NJ 08003

Catch them on Instagram!

 Braid. Braid.
 Spice.Cook! Spice.Cook!

  Braid.Braid.
 Spice.Cook! Spice.Cook!  
A JEWISH FOOD SERIES presented by the Sisterhoods of 

Congregation Beth El, Congregation Kol Ami & Temple Beth Sholom
We KNEAD you! Join us to spice up your Spring as you learn 

cooking secrets from three renowned Jewish chefs:

Pricing: Sisterhood Members of any synagogue - $40 for individual event; $118 for all three events
               Non-Sisterhood Members of any synagogue - $50 for individual event, $140 for all three events

Sponsorship: $360 - Includes all three events, sponsorship listing, reserved seating, an apron, 
signed copies of ‘My Spiced Kitchen’ and  ‘Totally Kosher,’ and a meet & greet before the event (6pm) 

Tickets: bit.ly/braidspicecook  |  Questions: Caryn Lieberson - caryn@kolaminj.org

(Adults 21+ are welcome)
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Robert “Bob” Lowenthal, father of Sheri (Barry) Livstone

Thelma Shaps, wife of Harvey Shaps, mother of Linda 
Shaps Shanin (Martin Shanin), aunt of Beth Liebman

Charles Middleberg,  father of Lynne (Diego) Warszawski 
and Brenda (Alan) Pollack 

Harvey Jacob, Past President (1987-89) and Leader in our 
community, husband of Beth Jacob, father of Sharon Jacob, 
Devon (Erin) Jacob and Galit (Avi) Haim

ZICHRONAM LIV’RACHAH

MAZAL TOV TO
B’NAI MITZVAH:
Caleb Enda son of Lisa & Jeff Enda
Riley Broad daughter of Heather & Josh Broad
Micah Fox son of Missy & Bill (z”l) Fox

BIRTHS & NAMINGS:
Felicia & Andrew Hurwitz on the birth of their son, and to grandparents Barbara & Eric Frantz
Zev Rose on the birth of his great-granddaughter, Sophia Leah Engel 
Jodi & David Hoff on the naming of their daughter, Aria
Samantha & Jesse Gherardi on the naming of their daughters, Magnolia and Lila
Philip & Donna Starkman on the birth of their granddaughter, Samantha Paige Rozenbaum

ENGAGEMENTS & WEDDINGS:
Dr. Howard Hassman and Lillian & Dr. Joseph Hassman on the marriage of their son/grandson, Jared to Madeline
Drs. Elissa & David Waldstein and Lillian & Dr. Joseph Hassman on the marriage of their daughter/granddaughter, 
   Sophia to Sam Black

SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENTS:
Melissa Lubars starred Supernakha in the off-Broadway musical Ramaavan, a Musical, at the Cullum Theater
Dr. Tameika Minor received the 2024 Rutgers Health Distinguished Interprofessional Clinical Educator Award
Laura Gutin Petersen was one of the writers for the 2024 Emmy Awards
Campbell Schwarz, Jessie Atlas and Ryan Stoopler qualified for Cherry Hill East DECA states
Jeff Gottlieb was one of the panelists at the Jewish Business Network (JBN) of Southern NJ’s Business Symposium
Jill Hulnick was appointed and sworn in as a member of the Cherry Hill Council
Jennifer Dubrow Weiss, CEO of the Jewish Federation of SNJ, was named one of the Top CEOs by South Jersey Biz
Dr. Joseph Hassman was recognized by the Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine (PCOM) and was honored 
with the naming of the ‘Joseph M. Hassman, DO ‘65 Family Medicine Center’
Dr. Howard Hassman was recognized by the Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine (PCOM) for his dedication to 
philanthropy and was honored with the naming of the ‘Howard A. Hassman, DO ‘83 Academic Center’

We want to celebrate everyone's simchas, accomplishments, and achievements. 
Email Claudia Sternberg at csternberg@bethelsnj.org to share your special news!

All life events as of February 6, 2023

WE MOURN THE PASSING OF: 
Judy Snader, Sister of Harvey (Ada z”l) Richards, wife of 
Jack Snader z”l,  Mother of Janice Brockway, Ben Snaderand 
Richard (Julie) Snader

Sheldon Golub, brother of Joan Adler 

Janice Bushman, mother of Shera Shalit

Bill Fox, husband of Missy Fox, father of Justin and Micah
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CARING ACTS OF TZEDAKAH
SUSAN ASBELL RITUAL FUND
DONOR				    IN APPRECIATION
Andrea & Marc Millstein		  Jane Lorber
DONOR				    IN MEMORY OF
Suzi & JD Abrams			  Robert “Bob” Lowenthal
Stacy & Andy Levin and family	 Father of Sheri Eichberg

ACHIM SHELI FUND
DONOR				    IN HONOR OF
Sharon & Herb Deutsch	   	 Tameika Minor

DAVID BACK COLLEGE CONNECTION FUND	
DONOR				    IN MEMORY OF
Gloria Back 			   Harvey Jacob
Gloria Back			   Yahrzeit of Lottie Harris
Yvonne & Sam Brand		  Joe Back
Yvonne & Sam Brand		  Charles Middleberg
Alice Mohr			   Isabelle Adler
Illene & Warren Rubin		  Sylvia Lande

BELL LIBRARY FUND		
DONOR				    IN MEMORY OF	
Dr. Saul & Helene Bresalier		  Mother of Dr. Garrett Hauptman
Dr. Saul & Helene Bresalier		  Wife of Dr. Garrett Hauptman
Sharon Grossman			  Yahrzeit of Murray Weiner

MARGIE BLUM COOK FOR A FRIEND FUND	
DONOR				    IN MEMORY OF
Barbara & Mark Collik		  Sylvia Lande
Barbara & Mark Collik		  Charles Middleberg
Carol & Joel Fleisher		  Judy Snader
Renee Rudolph & David Lieberman	 Sylvia Lande
Faye & Gary Shapiro		  Sheldon Golub
Faye & Gary Shapiro		  Janice Bushman
Martin & Barbara Sharofsky		 Yahrzeit of Jeannette Tomar

SYLVIA BOORY FRAGILE X RESEARCH FUND	
DONOR				    IN MEMORY OF
Neil & Sheryl Gervon		  Sheldon Golub

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER FUND 	
DONOR				    IN MEMORY OF
Aaron & Jessica Inver		  Yahrzeit of Charles Inver
Harris & Betty Klear		  Yahrzeit of Miriam Klear
Dale & Ellis Koch			   Sheldon Golub

RABBI DAVID ENGLANDER DISCRETIONARY FUND	
DONOR				    IN APPRECIATION
Nadene & David Harris		  Rabbi David Englander
Frank Kreutzer			   Rabbi David Englander
Susan Freiberg			   Rabbi David Englander
Rabbi Hazzan Howard Glantz	 Rabbi David Englander
Jerold & Erica Rothkoff		  Rabbi David Englander
Elliot & Jill Kaplan			  Rabbi David Englander
DONOR				    IN HONOR OF
Harv Cohen			   Am Yisroel Chai
Ronda & Steve Mander		  Marriage of Kenny Soll 
				       and Sami Soma  
DONOR				    IN MEMORY OF
Debbie & Brian Drachman		  Charles Middleberg  
Sandy & Zalman Agus		  Steven Auerbach
Errol Cvern			   Anita Farber

RABBI DAVID ENGLANDER DISCRETIONARY FUND (cont)	
Chuck & Brenda Driben		  Harvey Jacob
Laura Gottlieb			   Janice Bushman
Izaak Ivnitsky			   Yahrzeit of Olga bas Boruch 
				       Mergold Geshtipelten
Hillel  & Libby Lieberman		  Warren Gumenick
Gail & Marty Raffner		  Yahrzeit of Bernice Miller
Gail & Marty Raffner		  Judy Snader
Gail & Marty Raffner		  Yahrzeit of George Miller
Neal Weisman			   Yahrzeit of Marianne Weisman 

BETH EL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FUND	
DONOR				    IN MEMORY OF
Joyce Feder			   Charles Middleberg

BETH EL GENERAL FUND	
DONOR				    IN APPRECIATION OF
Gerry & Howard Abramsohn	 Abramsohn Family - Past, present 
				       & future
Beth & Craig Wynne		  Howard Joffe
DONOR				    IN HONOR OF
Barbara Kanalstein		  Dedication of the Dr. Joseph Hassman 
				       Family Medicine Building at the 
				       PCOM Medical School
DONOR				    IN MEMORY OF
Judy & Arthur Edell		  Sheldon Golub
The Enda family			   Robert “Bob” Lowenthal
Carol & Joel Fleisher		  Harvey Jacob
Barbara & Mark			   Yahrzeit of June Jacobs
Janet Kaufman			   Yahrzeit of Robert Kaufman
Janet & Richard Levine		  Janice Bushman
Kate Malamut			   Janice Bushman
Hedda & David Morton		  Harvey Jacob
Judy Pokrass			   Yahrzeit of Sylvia Berman
Lori & Mike Philips		  Janice Bushman
Melissa & Josh Strauss		  Janice Bushman
Judy & Len Wizmur		  Sheldon Golub
Bruce & Marcia Tomar		  Sheldon Golub
Jessica & Mike Petkov		  Janice Bushman
Barbara & Jay Berman		  Harvey Jacob

ARTHUR & BETTE GOLDMAN FUND	
DONOR				    IN MEMORY OF
Lynn & Steve Paul			  Harvey Jacob
Lynn & Steve Paul			  Sheldon Golub

REBA & HARRY GROSSMAN FUND	
DONOR				    IN MEMORY OF
Debbie Grossman & family		 Joe Back
Debbie Grossman & family		 Yahrzeit of Frances Kolsky
DONOR				    IN HONOR OF
Robin Sue & Bill Landsburg	 Engagement of Molly Grossman to 
				       Alex Neumann and Jacob Grossman 
				       to Rachel Gilson

HAZZAN ALISA POMERANTZ-BORO DISCRETIONARY FUND
DONOR				    IN APPRECIATION
Nadene & David Harris		  Hazzan Alisa Pomerantz-Boro 
Stephanie & Michael Ritigstein/
Carol Rosof			   Hazzan Alisa Pomerantz-Boro
Rabbi Hazzan Howard Glantz	 Hazzan Alisa Pomerantz-Boro
Jerold & Erica Rothkoff		  Hazzan Alisa Pomerantz-Boro

AS OF JANUARY 31, 2024
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HAZZAN ALISA POMERANTZ-BORO DISCRETIONARY FUND (cont)
DONOR				    IN HONOR OF
Myra & David Gutin		  Ellen Fine’s twin granddaughters! 
Sandra & Arnold Kaminer		  Dedication of the Dr. Joseph 
				       Hassman Family Medicine Building 
				       at PCOM Medical School
DONOR				    IN MEMORY OF
Harv Cohen			   Yahrzeit of Sylvia Cohen
Jeanette Foster			   Yahrzeit of Lena Ellis
Ilene & Harry Grossman		  Marvin Gess
Myra & David Gutin		  Harvey Jacob
Myra & David Gutin		  Sheldon Golub
Jaime Herndon			   Kaleb Dressin
Sharla & Mort kanovsky		  Sylvia Lande
Sharla & Mort Kanovsky		  Harvey Jacob
Sharla & Mort Kanovsky		  Judy Snader
Ruth Katz			   Judy Snader
Ruth Katz			   Yahrzeit of Gloria Tobolsky-Hecht
Ruth Katz			   Herman Mintz
Ruth Katz			   Sheldon Golub
Ruth Katz			   Harvey Jacob
Ruth Katz			   Gerald Mintz
Victor & Suzanne Levy		  Joseph Krassan
Sheila & Sam Mandel		  Harvey Jacob
Martin & Barbara Sharofsky	 Yahrzeit of Rober Tomar
Martin & Barbara Sharofsky	 Yahrzeit of Solomon Sharofsky
DONOR				    SPEED RECOVERY
Shirley Mangel Wednesday 
  Womens morning Minyan 	 Risa Wittman

ISRAEL SUPPORT FUND	
DONOR				    IN MEMORY OF
Marcia & Bruce Tomar		  Sylvia Lande 

KAHAL -KRUPNICK HERMAN ACADEMY OF LEARNING	
DONOR				    IN APPRECIATION
David Wander			   Dr. Alexander Kutikov
DONOR				    IN HONOR OF
Linda & David Wander		  100th birthday of Shirley Wander
DONOR				    IN MEMORY OF
Diane & Ben Mashioff		  Sylvia Lande
Diane & Ben Mashioff		  Gerson Schwartz 

KIDDUSH FUND	
DONOR				    IN APPRECIATION OF
Juan Izquierdo			   Kiddush 

RABBI AARON KRUPNICK DISCRETIONARY FUND	
DONOR				    IN APPRECIATION
Nadene & David Harris		  Rabbi Aaron Krupnick
DONOR				    IN MEMORY OF
Marion Cohen			   Harvey Jacob
Rochelle S.  Cohen		  Harvey Jacob
Joan Feinberg			   Harvey Jacob

DAVID & BERNICE LANDSBURG SELICHOT FUND	
DONOR				    IN MEMORY OF
Robin Sue & Bill Landsburg	 Sheldon Goldub 

LUKOFF FAMILY FUND	
DONOR				    IN MEMORY OF
Marcy Sanders			   Larry Forman

BETH EL RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND	
DONOR				    IN HONOR OF
Denise & Steve Weinberg		  Benjamin Miller’s Bar Mitzvah 
Jeff & Haleh Resnick		  Rabbi Nogah Marshall
Livstone, Ufberg Families 
   & Renee Gerson			  Bar Mitzvah of Caleb Enda
DONOR				    IN MEMORY OF
Judy & Stuart Wasserlauf		  Harvey Jacob
Marcia & Arnie Cohen		  Richard Wells

BONNIE & ALAN RICHMAN CHILDREN’S RECREATION FUND
DONOR				    IN MEMORY OF
Morton & Gloria Rabinowitz	 Robert Lowenthal

ANDREW AND ERIC SUSSMAN SCHOLARSHIP FUND	
DONOR				    IN MEMORY OF
Cookie & Allan Weinberg		  Richard Wells

HARRY W. TAYLOR FUND	
DONOR				    IN HONOR OF
Melody & Craig Taylor		  Dedication of the Dr. Edward 
				       Rosof Play Room at the JFCS
DONOR				    IN MEMORY OF
Melody & Craig Taylor		  Sheldon Golub

CHARLES E. TROBMAN MEDICAL RESEARCH FUND FUND	
DONOR				    IN HONOR OF
Maxine & Edwin Ladov		  Bar Mitzvah of Caleb Enda
DONOR				    IN MEMORY OF
Joel & Muriel Asnen		  Robert “Bob” Lowenthal
Joel & Muriel Asnen		  Harvey Jacob
Maxine & Edwin Ladov		  Harvey Jacob
Ellen Podell			   Harvey Jacob
Phyllis, Malcolm & Les Trobman	 Yahrzeit of Robert Trobman
Phyllis & Malcolm Trobman	 Harvey Jacob
Phyllis Trobman			   Yahrzeit of Marla Joyce Berg

VOORHEES PROJECT FUND	
DONOR				    IN MEMORY OF
Sharon & Jay Ruder		  Yahrzeit of June Ruder
Sharon & Jay Ruder		  Yahrzeit of Max Kossoy

WALKES CHAPEL FUND	
DONOR				    IN APPRECIATION OF
Harv Cohen			   Helene Rausch
DONOR				    IN HONOR OF
Susan Greenberg			   Robyn Greenberg’s Birthday

JERRY YAFFA CRUETZFELDT JAKOB DISEASE RESEARCH FUND	
DONOR				    IN HONOR OF
Joan Feinberg			   100th birthday of Shirley Wander
Shirley Yaffa			   Elinor Kase, Myrtle Wreath recipient
DONOR				    IN MEMORY OF
Carol & Joel Fleisher		  Yahrzeit of Lowell Sugarman
Carol & Joel Fleisher		  Yahrzeit of Albert Sugarman 
Delores Gerstein			   Richard Wells
Joel & Carol Fleisher		  Sheldon Golub
Shelly & Allan Brenner		  Richard Dutkin
Shirley Yaffa			   Adina Abramowitz
Shirley Yaffa			   Yahrzeit of Rose Wiesner
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Beth El
Beth El offers the best options in Kosher catering 
for any event, program or meeting. 

Celebrate milestone birthdays or anniversaries 
by sponsoring Beth El weekly kiddush luncheon! 
For more information about sponsorship levels, 
contact Alyssa Gross at agross@bethelsnj.org 
or 856. 675.1166 x417

Chef Shavit Moshe Catering Director
smoshe@bethelsnj.org
856.675.1166

SPENCER KATZ
P. 718-464-8400  E. info@prestigecaterers.com

Instagram: prestige_caterers

Catering
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To advertise in the Beth El News
please contact Claudia Sternberg, 

Marketing & Communications Manager,
at csternberg@bethelsnj.org 

or 856-675-1166 ext. 427

ADVERTISE 

YOUR BUSINESS 

HERE!

D E R M AT O L O G Y  A S S O C I AT E S  

of  S O U T H  J E R S E Y

Jacob W. Charny, M.D.

Find us... we’re social! @BethElSNJ

There is a place for YOU 
at Congregation Beth El. 

We Belong Together.
www.bethelsnj.org
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Cakes &  
Cupcakes

Cookies & 
Pastries

Wedding & 
Occasion Cakes

Gift Cards &  
Trays

New Store Opening Soon
Featuring Live Cake Studio 

See the magic happen and enjoy...

10% OFF  
your Classic purchase!*

* Valid on purchases of $25.00 or more.  
Not combinable with any other offer or discount. 

480 E. Evesham Road Cherry Hill, NJ 08003  

(856) 751-5448 • classiccake.com

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM & FACEBOOK

D E R M AT O L O G Y  A S S O C I AT E S  

of  S O U T H  J E R S E Y

Jacob W. Charny, M.D.

For the best orthopedic care, 
you need a doctor who takes the time 

to understand your body, your orthopedic 
needs, and how treatment can help 
you live your life the way you want. 

At Shein Orthopaedics, 
that’s exactly what you’ll find.

Ravitz Family ShopRites
Our Purpose - "To Care Deeply About People, 

Helping Them To Eat Well And Be Happy"

Try ShopRite from Home at www.shoprite.com

Follow Ravitz Family Markets on Social Media
@RavitzMarkets  |  @RavitzLiquors

@ALaCartCatering
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We LOVE TO SWIM.

Lions Gate Pool Club
From L to R:  Ruth Gross, Lois Goldberg, Lilyan Cralle,  
Harriet Gorsen, Gilder Alsher
Not pictured:  Shirley Srolovitz and Florence Siegel

A Premier Life Plan Community.

1110 Laurel Oak Road • Voorhees, NJ 08043 • (856) 679-2357 

www.lionsgateccrc.org • Dietary laws observed.

Swimming is an ideal workout for seniors. Best of all, our  
residents get to swim all year round, even in the winter.

“We don’t need to wait for blue skies or 
warm weather to go for a swim,” says Pool 

Club member Ruth Gross. “We can just grab 
a towel and jump in any day of the week!”

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Burl-Moor-Driben 
Animal Hospital, LLC 

...We’re Your Best Friend’s Best Friend! 
• Friendly Compassionate Doctors & Staff 
• 24/7 Live Answering Service 
• In-House Laboratory, Digital Radiology, Hospitalization 
• Separate cat waiting area & exam room 
• Senior Care 
• Boarding w/indoor runs & outdoor play area 
• Vaccines & Titers • Wellness/Preventative Care 
• New Puppies/Kittens • Most Current Protocols 
• PennHIP Certified 

Special interests include: 
Dentistry • Surgery • Oncology • Internal Medicine • Pocket Pets 

 

• Ian J. Driben, V.M.D. 
• C. J. Driben, V.M.D. 
• Megan L . Souders, V.M.D. 
• Melissa L . Worhach, D.V.M. 

• Jeaniene N. Williams, D.V.M. 
• Jessica E. Lovich, D.V.M 
• Katelyn L. Painter, D.V.M. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

856-235-2524 • www.bmdvets.com 
    104 Kings Highway 

Mon-Fri: 8am-7pm • Sat: 8:30am-1pm         
receptionists@bmdvets.com 

 
Download our app! 
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Platt 
Memorial 
  Chapels,Inc.
2001 Berlin Road

Cherry Hill, NJ 08003

856-428-9442    800-262-9442
Bernard A. Platt, Dir.   NJ Lic No 3480

 Harry A. Platt, Mgr.   NJ Lic No 3824

Alison Platt, Dir.  NJ Lic No. 4542

Rena Platt-Goldstein, NJ Registered Intern No I-1242-26/01

Jacob Platt, Dir. NJ Lic No 5328

Joshua A. Goldstein, NJ Registered Intern No I-962-23/08

JANITORIAL SERVICES

858 North Lenola Road
Moorestown, NJ 08057

(856)231-9009 Office
(856) 778-7381 Fax

Visit us at www.macsjanitorial.com
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CLERGY & STAFF
Rabbi David Englander, Senior Rabbi

denglander@bethelsnj.org
Hazzan Alisa Pomerantz-Boro, Cantor

hazzanapb@bethelsnj.org
Aaron Krupnick, Rabbi Emeritus

akrupnick@bethelsnj.org
Rabbi Isaac Furman, z”l

Josh Laster, Executive Director
jlaster@bethelsnj.org

Rabbi Nogah Marshall, 
Educational Director

nmarshall@bethelsnj.org
Ayelet Mittelman, ECC Director

amittelman@bethelsnj.org
Stacy Manning, Controller

smanning@bethelsnj.org
Laura Bruzzese-Coscia, 

Account Manager
lbruzzese@bethelsnj.org

Roberta S. Clark, Development 
& Membership Director

rclark@bethelsnj.org
Alicia Drozen, Events & Programs

Manager
adrozen@bethelsnj.org

Marsha A. Flager, Front Office 
Executive Assistant

mflager@bethelsnj.org
Alyssa Gross, Clergy Executive 

Assistant and Lifecycle Coordinator
agross@bethelsnj.org

Valerie Gross, Educational 
Administrative Assistant

vgross@bethelsnj.org
Amy Kaplan, Librarian
akaplan@bethelsnj.org

Summer Lander, 
ECC Administrative Assistant

slander@bethelsnj.org
Carrie Luk, Accounts Payable 

Coordinator
ap@bethelsnj.org

Claudia Sternberg, Marketing &
Communications Manager

csternberg@bethelsnj.org
Shirley Yaffa, Receptionist

syaffa@bethelsnj.org

BOARD OFFICERS
President: Faye L. Shapiro

 president@bethelsnj.org

Vice Presidents: 
Neal Cupersmith

ncupersmith@cwsscpas.com
 Michele Miron

mbmiron121@gmail.com
Yoel Weiss

yoelweiss13@gmail.com
 Jason Whitney

 jasonwhitney@comcast.net

Treasurer: Marla Glauser
mglauser@verizon.net 

Technology Officer: David Hulnick
davidari@gmail.com 

Financial Secretary: Debbie Hochberg
dsh26@comcast.net

Recording Secretary: Sebastian Goldstein
sebbyg@sebastian.net

ARMS
Habonim 2.0 (Empty Nesters):
Judy Simkin - lensim@comcast.net

Men’s Club:
Jerry Bralow - jib1104@gmail.com

Sisterhood:
Mira Aumiller & Katie Goldstein - 

sisterhood@bethelsnj.org

Youth Commission:
Aaron Greenberg -agreenberg813@me.com

COMMITTEES
Administrative Operations Committee:

 Michelle Miron

Achim Sheli: My Brothers & Sisters 
(Jews of Color and their allies)

Tonia Respes and Tameika Minor -
achimshelicbe@gmail.com

Adult Education - KaHaL:
Harriet Schulman - harrietschulman@yahoo.com

Board Governance & Development:
president@bethelsnj.org

Boker Tov (Good Morning) Committee:
Marsha Goodman - margood1941@gmail.com

Budget & Finance Committee:
Neal Cupersmith - ncupersmith@cwsscpas.com

Cemetery Committee:
Harry Platt - plattmemorial@comcast.net

College Connection:
Jackie Bernard - 4bernards@comcast.net

Community Partnership Committee:
Neal Cupersmith - ncupersmith@cwsscpas.com

Development:
Rob Weinstein - rsw1217@gmail.com

Early Childhood Center Committee:
Perri Silverstein - perribrenner@yahoo.com

Endowment Committee:
Jocelyn Borowsky - jdmborowsky@comcast.net

Engagement Committee:
Jeff Cohn - feffynyc@gmail.com

Fundraising Committee:
Barbra Wilen - abwilen@comcast.net

House Committee:
Stuart Sauer - royalcomputing@comcast.net

Israel Committee:
Greg Seltzer - giseltzer@me.com

Kavod (Respect) 
LGBTQI+ Friends, Families and Allies:

Marla Rosenthal - kavod@bethelsnj.org

Marketing Committee:
Valerie Linden - vrlinden@yahoo.com

Nichum Avelim (Comforting Mourners):
Marsha Goodman - margood1941@gmail.com

Religious School Committee:
Emily Caracciolo - ecaracciolo05@gmail.com

Mandee Lipsman - makeupmandee@yahoo.com

Ritual Committee:
Jay S. Ruder, Esq - jsruderwork@gmail.com

Scrip Committee:
Marla Glauser - mglauser@verizon.net

Security Committee:
David Breslau - davidbreslau.db@gmail.com

Shomrim Committee:
Faye Shapiro -fayeshap0407@gmail.com

Social Action Committee:
Marla Rosenthal - socialaction@bethelsnj.org

Sulam for Strategic Planning:
David Backal - dsbackal@yahoo.com

Technology Committee:
David Hulnick - davidari@gmail.com

Survivor Sisters
Contact ilene33@comcast.net, illenerubin@aol.com, 

or silverberg.heidi@gmail.com to connect 
to our support network for women with a 

diagnosis of cancer focusing on empowering 
and redefining life during and after treatment. 

You may also contact Hazzan.

DIRECTORY

We Remember our Dedicated Past Presidents ז״ל: Meyer Adleman, Honorary President, Harry Goldstein, President Emeritus, E. George Aaron, Morris E. Albert, 
Harry L. Barroway, Harry Berkowitz, Louis Berkowitz, Louis Cades, Herman Z. Cutler, Ronald Dubrow, Samuel F. Ginns, Arthur Goldman, Morris Handle, 

Allan E. Hecsh, Harvey Jacob, Israel Katz, Herbert T. Kolosky, Jacob Leventon, Morris Liebman, David H. Markowitz, Louis Markowitz, Leon Mickleman, Morton Mann, 
Benjamin Natal, Irving Natkow, Martin Odlen, Max Odlen, Joseph Ostrov, N. Herman Rappaport, Meyer L. Sakin, Jesse Satenstein, Milton Sternberg, Norman Stofman.



Habonim Author Event with 

MATTHEW DAUB

Wednesday, MARCH 6 
7:30pm - 9:00pm 

On Zoom only. To get the link, email 
Judy Simkin at lensim@comcast.net

Congregation Beth El’s Habonim and KaHaL

MOVIE MATINEE SERIES
iMordecai
Written, directed & produced by Marvin Samel

A Holocaust survivor, born and raised in a different 
time, must face the realities of modern world. 
Mordecai feels like a kid again when a tech-savy 
girl shows him how to use an unfamiliar object... 
an iPhone. Starring Judd Hirsch, Sean Astin 
and Carol Kane.

SUNDAY, MARCH 17th 
Lunch: 12:30pm  |  Movie: 1:30 - 2:30pm

$20 per person |  Mail completed check payable to 
‘Beth El Habonim’ to Sharon Deutsch - 66 Hopewell Rd, 

Marlton, NJ 08053 (Memo line: iMordecai) 

JUDAICALLY YOURS 
Beth El’s Gift Shop Boutique is the foremost place 

in the South Jersey area for Judaica, jewelry, 
table accessories, serving ware, baby gifts, 

and all your gift giving needs.
Business Hours (Spring):
Tuesday 9:30am – 5:30 pm

Wednesday 9:00am – 5:00pm
Thursday 9:30am – 11:30am
Friday 10:00am – 12:00pm
Sunday 9:00am – 12:00pm

	      To make an appointment, or for further 
	      information about our Gift Shop, 
	      please contact 856.675.1166

                            Reminder! While shopping, ask 
for your Frequent Buyer card to start saving!
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 Tuesday, June 4, 2024 
 Ramblewood Country Club

 7:00am: Registration & Continental Breakfast
 8:00am: Shotgun Start

11:00am: Game Day Brunch
1:00pm: Golf Lunch & Winner Announcements

4:00pm: Game Day End

 Individual Golfer Registration: $180 
(Early Bird Price by April 1: $160)

 Game Day Registration: $72 
(Early Bird Price by April 1: $54)

Join our growing list 
of sponsors:
TITLE SPONSORS

THE TUSTIN GROUP

CONTEST SPONSORS
KLYR Rum

Judy & Len Wizmur

IN-KIND SPONSORS
Nothing Bundt Cakes Marlton

Orth Graphics
Yael Pachino Photography LLC

HOLE SPONSORS
Harv Cohen - In honor of those 
who attended a mission to Israel

 Kosher catering by 
Chef Shavit Moshe

Registration opens March 1st! 
Sponsorships available now!

Questions? Contact Alicia Drozen 
at adrozen@bethelsnj.org

Register or become a sponsor at: bethelsnj.shulcloud.com/form/golfandgames2024

Congregation Beth El presents the 7th Annual Golf Classic & Game Day!


