
Rabbi Andy Green 
 

Something magical happened in 

our sanctuary the night of May 24, 

2017. Our sold out Every Voice 

Gala Concert, celebrating Hazzan 

Pomerantz-Boro’s installation as 

the International President of the 

Cantors Assembly, rocked the house.  

The concert began with the voices of over 200 

Cantors singing two stunning and distinctive 

renditions of Psalm 150. Later, Hazzan’s sister, 

Raquel Pomerantz Gershon, sang a moving Anim 

Zemirot that she composed for just this occasion. 

Rabbi Eli Kahn had us singing along with his 

Hayom duet, that we can all look forward to this 

coming High Holiday season. The “Divas on the 

Bima” crooned an elevating Kol HaOlam followed 

by Defying Gravity from “Wicked”. “The Clergy 

Boys” roasted our Hazzan with sweetness, humor, 

and songs that evidently pre-date my musical 

knowledge. “Joyful Noise,” a heart-nourishing 

special-needs chorus featuring Rebecca Boro and 

others from our synagogue community, brought the 

crowd to tears and then to their feet for a worthy 

standing ovation, reflecting our Hazzan’s 

commitment to ensuring a place for truly Every 

Voice. Other performances further showcased a 

profound depth of talent and breadth of approach: 

Dodi Li with four awe-inspiring female hazzanim, 

one of whom was Hazzan’s Bat Mitzvah student 

years ago; Azi Schwartz’ unreal “Hamilton” Adon 

Olam; Hazzan’s solo; The Prayer, a duet with  

David Propis, authored by Hazzan’s father; Cantor 

Sher’s worthy finale commissioned especially for 

this concert; and Hazzan’s Modim, which she 

composed in the hospital when Rebecca was born. 

On this special evening, years of planning and the 

work of hundreds of volunteers came to fruition in 

the most magnificent way. By the end of the night, 

my father who had flown in from Los Angeles for 

the concert, was ready to book for the next one. 

People left the evening smiling and uplifted, 

impressed at how much more it was than expected. 

I think this is because this concert wasn’t merely a 

show or a transactional experience like going to a 

concert or the theater typically is. We were moved 

because the experience reminded us that at Beth 

El we are family – that we are connected in 

relational community. 

I felt this toward the start of the concert when Rabbi 

Krupnick shared how when he first heard Hazzan 

Alisa Pomerantz-Boro at a Cantorial concert, he 

imagined how amazing Beth El could be by asking 

“if she could be our Hazzan, what would our shul 

be like?” He held up his hands looking to the 

throngs filling our sacred space and turned to our 

Hazzan, “Like this.” The moment reminded me just 

how special our community is, that the community 

needs each of us and that we are part of 

something deep, enduring, holy, and much larger 

than ourselves.  

(continued page 2) 
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My soul stirred again when our Hazzan’s own Beth El students as young as seven years old, gloriously 

sang “I’m standing on the shoulders of the ones who came before me.” As Ariel Steinberg, Sara 

Chesnick, Ali Chesnick, Allison Shapiro, and Melissa Lubars masterfully performed, a Torah recovered 

from the ashes of the Holocaust, passed from one former president of the Cantors Assembly to another 

until it reached our Hazzan who placed it in our sanctuary ark. The message of the song, that each of us 

depends on our teachers and predecessors, fit deeply in so many ways: Hazzan’s term as International 

President of the Cantors Assembly will reflect the work of prior presidents; this Holocaust Torah reminds 

us how previous generations persevered to ensure the our privilege to participate in Jewish communal 

life; and these student singers, with voices of angels, too, were shaped by Hazzan and by our Beth El 

family, by those who came before them. 

Sometimes it is important to be reminded of the blessing and joy of Jewish community. This magical 

night renewed my gratitude and awe for our Beth El family. I hope you feel the magic too.  

Hazzan Alisa Pomerantz-Boro 

 

I am still on Cloud 9 from our Every Voice Gala Concert at our beloved Beth El!  I 
continue to feel blessed by the love and support of my family and friends who came 
from places near and far to share in my installation as the International President of the 
Cantors Assembly and to celebrate my 13 years as your Hazzan.  The outpouring of 
calls, emails, letters, and thoughtful comments continually remind me how blessed we 
are to be part of our awesome community. 
 

The idea of Every Voice is very important to me…I have shared my thoughts about each one of us 
finding and using our voice in meaningful ways.  
 
It was powerful to hear 200+ voices of my colleagues join me on our bima alongside our Beth El Adult 
Choir and HaZamir South Jersey.  Watching and hearing Joyful Noise perform You Have A Heart was 
another meaningful way to spread this message.  Having my inspirational daughter, Rebecca, singing a 
solo, was an added bonus!  One of the many highlights of the night for me was placing the precious, 
kosher, Holocaust survivor Torah into our magnificent ark.   
 
According to Deuteronomy, every Jew is supposed to write a Torah for themselves before they die.  Not 
all of us will have the opportunity to do so, but we all can learn from the many Torah scrolls within our 
community.  Each Torah has its own story.   
 
The Cantors Assembly President’s Torah also has a story.  An Israeli businessperson living in Germany 
made a trip as a tourist to a little town outside of Poland.  He was an antique collector visiting a store 
when he noticed a parchment from a Torah.  The businessperson asked the dealer, “What is this?”  The 
dealer responded, “Are you Jewish?”  The man said “yes” and the dealer then said, “If you are Jewish, I 
can tell you.”  He locked the front door of the store and asked the man to follow him.   
 
The dealer went with the man to see an old woman, a non-Jew, who, before the Shoah, was a nanny in 
a wealthy Jew’s home, wealthy such that he could afford a Sefer Torah for his own ha’na’ah, enjoyment.  
The Nazis were moving in and the wealthy man knew he and his family would be taken away.  He asked 
the nanny to protect this Torah so she carefully buried it in her backyard where it remained for decades.   
 

The Israeli businessman was the first Jewish person to cross her path all of these years later.  Now, the 
question was how to get the Torah out of Poland.  The Communist controlled Polish government 
considered it national property and chances were they would never let the Torah out of their country.   
(continued page 3) 
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The businessman recalled the heroine of the movie, “The French Connection.”  They dissembled 
the Torah, piece by piece, and hid all of the pieces strategically inside the empty spaces of his car:  
inside the doors, the fenders, under the hood.  When they were safely out of Poland, they 
reassembled the Torah.   
 
This little Torah, hiding no more, did a little more traveling.  It found safe shelter at Yad VaShem, 
Israel’s Holocaust Memorial Museum.  There it rested for some years before it was acquired by 
someone who would restore its letters, heal its parchment and bring its songs back into the world.  
The little Torah found the Cantors Assembly through the efforts of two of our past presidents, 
Hazzanim Sol Mendelson, zichrono livracha, and Steven Stoehr.  An agreement was made to 
purchase the Torah, preserve it and USE it amongst the community of Cantors and their 
congregations.  It would reside in the Ark of the current President of the Cantors Assembly’s 
Congregation for their two-year term of office.  I am humbled and blessed that our shul is housing 
this sacred scroll. 
 
I have seen many Holocaust Torah fragments encased in glass in other synagogues.  I have seen 
entire Torah scrolls in museums.  What makes this Cantors Assembly Torah so meaningful to me is 
that we are able to chant from it!  In this way, we can still hear Every Voice, including the voices of 
those who came before us, keeping their memories alive.   At a recent B’not Mitzvah, both young 
women chanted from this Torah.  As I watched them pass the scroll one to the other, it was a 
moving reminder of our lasting legacy.  We continue to stand on the shoulders of those who came 
before us, knowing that others will stand on ours. 
 
I would like to close with a kavanah written by the talented contemporary Jewish musician and 
composer, Josh Nelson.  
Take a moment, and look at your own hands. 
These hands do not belong only to you.  These are not just your hands.   
These are the hands of our parents and our grandparents, and these are the hands of our children 
and our grandchildren.  These hands hold on to the past, and these hands help us shape the 
future.” 
We are not alone on this road we walk.  We are carried by the generations that came before us, just 
as we will carry the generations that are to come.  This is our hope.  This is our connection.   
Look at your hands. 
 
While the Holocaust Torah itself will ultimately be passed to my successor, I am thrilled that the new 
Torah mantle in honor of our own Jerome M. Katz will remain in our ark as a lasting legacy.  
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 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE - JOSH LASTER 
So I’ll let you in on a little secret. I’m not from New Jersey. My family is from 
Pennsylvania. As a matter of fact, the last synagogue I worked in was in 
Central Jersey (it does exist), and when my wife and I discussed moving to 
that area, we decided that we would rather stay where we were in Chester 
County, Pennsylvania, because there just didn’t seem to be a compelling 
reason to move to that large piece of land in between Pennsylvania and the 
Atlantic Ocean. When my wife and I began considering the position of 
Executive Director at Beth El, we realized that without a doubt the Lasters 
would have to move to “the other side of the bridge”. We had heard lore 
from our South Jersey friends about the magical Jewish land of the Cherry 
Hill area, but had never considered moving here. Now we were in a position 
where we were seriously considering what it would mean for our family to 
move, to be from…New Jersey! 
 

There were many conversations that led up to the decision to accept an offer from Beth El to be your 
Executive Director.  Erica and I spent many hours hashing out the pros and cons of relocating to Cherry 
Hill.  Great home selection, reputable school districts, closer to the shore, close to Philly, and above all 
else – the Jewishness of the area seemed to be in the fabric of daily living. We decided to go for it.  We 
wanted that kind of life for our family. So many houses we looked at had a mezuzah on the doorposts of 
the homes (and some upon the gates). We passed at least one synagogue, if not four, on each of our 
visits to the area as we were considering homes. This was the right decision. The prevalence of 
synagogues played a huge role in our decision to move here, and I would dare say that it has likely 
influenced every person that has moved to this area looking for a strong Jewish community.   
 
This Jewish community would not be what it is without the roots of what caused it to flourish – 
communities that started in synagogues. Synagogues created friendships, forged long lasting 
relationships and engaged Jewish communities in religious, social and cultural ways that would not just 
happen by living in a neighborhood with a lot of Jewish people. I understand that there is real struggle 
these days as some Jews struggle with justifying belonging to a synagogue, sometimes asking 
themselves what they “get from their membership” or believing they don’t need to belong somewhere to 
be Jewish. That’s true.  Being Jewish isn’t tied to belonging anywhere. But living Jewishly is. To me, it’s 
simple. If you live in this area because it’s a Jewish area, you should belong to a synagogue. For some, 
it might not seem as relevant to life today, but this area would not be what it is without these houses of 
worship, these gathering spaces, these educators of the next generations of Jewish families, these 
connectors. And connection is what it’s all about, right? 
 
We just returned from the Beth El Young Families Group Retreat. There were 15 families from Beth El, 
and we had an amazing time together – in meals, in worship, and in recreational activities. We laughed, 
we bonded, we hung out, we shared, we connected – it was awesome. We felt, as a family, that true 
sense of community and what belonging to a synagogue does to enrich our lives. I have zero doubt that 
my family made the right decision to be (gulp) from New Jersey.   
 
So if you know someone that doesn’t belong to a synagogue, someone that “used to belong to a 
synagogue”, challenge them a little bit (just a little bit). Invite them to services, bring them to a program, 
have them over for Shabbat dinner with some of your Beth El friends and help them feel connected. 
Jewish people live in this area to be connected to other Jewish people. And when the time is right, talk 
to them about belonging to your synagogue. Ask them if they would ever consider being a part of the 
synagogue. Be their ambassador, and introduce them to what we know already – if being Jewish is a 
spark in our soul, synagogues turn that spark into a flame. 
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WOW!  This has been such an exciting spring/early summer at Beth El.  I am not 

sure where to start, but activity was everywhere and the buzz is real.  Over the past 

number of weeks, I attended many graduations, concerts, celebrations and a 

confirmation. Being able to represent Beth El at these events as our President is 

truly an honor and it was such a rewarding experience for me. Spending time with 

so many of our students and families as they took their next step in their Jewish 

Journey enforced how proud I am of Beth El and our learning community. We have 

such a terrific Educational Program and I want to thank all of our Teachers, 

Administrators and Volunteers; all who make Beth El the place to be and the place 

where we send our children to for a full Jewish experience. From our ECC to 

Religious School, Hebrew High and our very successful Beth El Junior College, our 

classrooms are filled with learning and discussions that really shape our children. I can honestly say that 

one of the best ways to spend a morning is to watch our ECC children welcome in Shabbat on a Friday 

morning. I was able to bottle up that feeling and I still carry it around with me. Just wonderful! 

And then we hosted a little event in May. You may have heard about it or saw some advertising, but yes, 

we finally showed off our beautiful Shul to 200 Cantors, Clergy and other Dignitaries from around North 

America (and South Jersey) as we helped celebrate OUR Hazzan. Hazzan Alisa Pomerantz-Boro was 

officially installed as the International President of the Cantors Assembly. What a night it was, our Every 

Voice Gala Concert. This was one of the greatest night’s not only for Hazzan, but for Beth El and our 

entire spiritual family. I know this was Hazzan’s vision for some time, but I want to thank all that made 

this concert a reality. We had over 100 volunteers and staff working to make this evening so special. I 

want to thank everyone individually, but as you can see it would take up the entire BE News. I do want to 

point out our extremely hard-working Fundraising/Event Chairs: Heidi Silverberg and Sharon Sackstein, 

along with our Concert Chairs: Joanna & Brett Greenfield, Steve & Lynn Goldman Paul and Miriam & 

Stan Meltzer. I also want to thank all of our sponsors including our Torah Sponsor, Jerry Katz. 

Hazzan, you took our breath away and you deserved this night for all you have done, do and will 

continue to do for Beth El (and the Cantors Assembly). You help bring Music, Prayer, Faith, Love and 

Gratitude to our Shul and we love you and thank you! The entire evening was JOYFUL!  Everyone was 

filled with such a positive feeling and emotion and I know it will last well beyond that night alone.  You 

were/are spectacular! 

Even though it is summertime, the Beth El staff and volunteers continue to work on creative projects and 

programs to offer and inspire our congregants. Think about your role at Beth El and how you can add to 

the experience or make a difference. I always encourage our congregants to reach out with ideas and 

thoughts and to get involved at your own personal level. 

I hope everyone has a happy, healthy, safe and restful summer. 

You do not belong to Beth El, Beth El belongs to you! 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE - DAVID BACKAL 

Boost your business and support Beth El at the same time. 
 

1/8 Page ad—$450 for one year  1/4 Page ad—$850 for one year 
1/2 Page ad—$1250 for one year  Full Page ad—$1800 for one year 

 

Single issue ads are also available. 
 
 

Contact Davida Chornock at dchornock@bethelsnj.org or 856-675-1166 ext. 409 for more information. 



 6 

 

 

BIRTHS: 
Joseph Broudy & Renee Wise on birth of their daughter, Maya Jane Broudy 

Joan Feinberg on the birth of her grandson, Henry 

Larissa & Jason Fox on the birth of their son, Parker Isaac 

Sheila & Sam Mandel on the birth of their 13th grandchild, Rosie Mink Mandel 

Linda & Richard Moskowitz on the birth of their grandson, Parker Isaac Fox 

Ruth & Alan Respler on the birth of their granddaughter, Luna Jordyn Respler  

Shelby & Andrew Ruder on the birth of their daughter, Blakely Faye 

Sharon & Jay Ruder on the birth of their granddaughter, Blakely Faye 

Shirley Yaffa on the birth of her great grandsons, Immanuel Yacov Yaffa & Jonah Solomon Yaffa and her 

great granddaughter, Shir Yaffa 
 

B’NAI MITZVAH:  
Jacquelyn & Robert Altman on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Emily 

Meredith & Andrew Becker on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Max 

Pam & Lewis Bornstein on the Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter, Alexa Segal 

Dale Kushner-Brooks & Ira Brooks on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Sabrina 

Heidi Handler & Alan Dias on the B’nai Mitzvah of their daughters, Cara & Melody Dias 

Marsha Dollinger on the Bat Mitzvah of her granddaughter, Eva Woods 

Susan & Ed Doneson on the Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter, Hannah Leibowitz 

Brenda & Chuck Driben on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson, Justin Tyler Salcedo 

Danielle & Zachary Edelman on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Julia 

Nikki & Len Feldman on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson, Ilan 

Ellen & Bob Fensterer on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Rachel  

Yaffa & Jack Fuchs on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson, Benjamin Yishai Wechselblatt 

Gloria Fischel Gilbert on the Bar Mitzvah of her grandson, Terrence Connelly 

Gloria & Mitch Goldberg on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Jamie 

Donna & Barry Kratchman on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Elyse 

Melissa & Lee Leibowitz on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Hannah 

Sheila & Sam Mandel on the Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter, Maxie Mandel 

Ruth & Alan Respler on the B’nai Mitzvah of their grandchildren, Joshua & Danielle Respler 

Elana & Gady Segal on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Alexa 

Barbara & Norman Some on the Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter, Mia 

Michelle & Evan Sorokin on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Ashleigh 

Myrna & Jeffrey Sorokin on the Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter, Ashleigh 

Leah & Jason Wolf on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Nathan 

Jennifer Dollinger Woods & Ed Woods on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Eva 
 

ENGAGEMENTS, MARRIAGES: 

Selma Ellis on the marriage on her grandson, Jason Horowitz, to Becca Litwin 

Ruth & Alan Respler on the marriage of their son, Robert, and Erin Respler 
 

SPEEDY RECOVERY:  

Shirley Mangel 

 
 

SHARING OUR LIVES  
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  SHARING OUR LIVES (CONT.) 
BETH EL MOURNS the passing of: 

Ruth Chakov, mother of Richard Chakov 
Bertha Harris, Aunt of Stacey Shenker 

Dorrie Helmus, mother of Leslie Helmus 
Daniel Rosard, stepfather of Deborah Shore 

Sherry Rush, sister of Sandy Cogan 
Dorothy Usdin mother of Steven Usdin 

The Beth El Family mourns the passing of 
 

Bronka Steinfeld 
 

Mother of Hanna Holzer 

IN MEMORIAM  OF OUR MEMBERS 

The Beth El Family mourns the passing of 
 

Meyer Glick 

Husband of Nella Glick 
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 HIGH HOLY DAYS 

Congregation Beth El High Holy Day Seating Request Form 2017 • 5778 
 

 Date Received (Office Use Only): ___________     Date Approved (Office Use Only): ___________  

 

NAME: _______________________________________       TEL #: ________________________________ 
 

EMAIL: ___________________________________________  

PERMANENT SEAT HOLDERS, PLEASE CHECK HERE  _______  

OR: My/Our choice for seats is in the:    ____ Sanctuary     ____ Social Hall 

     SECTION  ROW   SEAT(S)  

 First Choice   _______  ______  ______ 

 Second Choice   _______  ______  ______ 

 Third Choice   _______  ______  ______ 

I WOULD LIKE TO SIT WITH/NEAR: __________________________________________________________________  

(Please note, if the person you want to sit with/near has not submitted a seating request and/or is not current with their dues, they will not be seated.) 
 

I WILL NEED COLLEGE, GUEST OR RECIPROCITY TICKETS:  YES     NO     NUMBER OF SEATS? ____ 
(Maximum 4 guest tickets can be requested per family. Please note, this does not reserve additional seats. Please fill out the form online for extra seats.) 


  Please indicate if you are a KOHEN or LEVI:       KOHEN    LEVI   

Would you like an ALIYAH TO THE TORAH?        YES      NO 

Would you like an ARK OPENING?          YES    NO 

Would you like the honor of READING THE HAFTARAH?     YES    NO
 

DEADLINE FOR SEATING IS 8/3/17 

CONGREGATION BETH EL HIGH HOLY DAYS HANDICAP PARKING PASS 
Please complete this form & return it to the BE office by August 14, 2017.  

 

N

DD

PHONE #: ________________________   EMAIL:______________________________ 

PLACARD #: ____________________        LICENSE  

FOR:  1  D   H 2  D  R  R  
KOL YOM K  

Any questions, please contact Davida Chornock 

The High Holy Days are coming! 
If you have not done so already, please fill out the seating request form below and the handicap 

parking pass (if applicable) and return them to the Beth El Office either in person,  
by mail: 8000 Main Street Voorhees, NJ 08043 Attn: Davida Chornock 

or by fax: (856) 489-3280  
For extra ticket request forms, seating charts and more information, please go to  

https://bethelsnj.org/our-services/high-holy-days-2017/ 

mailto:dchornock@bethelsnj.org
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 MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
 

Jeffrey Hochberg and Joseph Levin 
 

Starting college can be a bit scary. Luckily for Jeff Hochberg 

and Joe Levin, they will have each other as they move to Ann 

Arbor, Michigan. These two life-long Beth El members and 

friends will be roommates for their freshman year at the 

University of Michigan.  

 

Jeff and Joe first met in the Beth El Early Childhood Center and 

stayed friends through Beth El Religious School, Hebrew High, 

and Beth El Junior College. While they discussed colleges 

during the application process, they didn't plan to attend the 

same school until after they both got into University of 

Michigan. For Joe, “Michigan is unique in how strong the sports 

culture is, particularly basketball and football.” Jeff, who fell in 

love with the campus when he spent three weeks last summer there taking business courses, also cites 

school spirit as part of the draw to Michigan. Michigan’s football stadium is the second biggest stadium in the 

world and the largest in the United States.  

 

Both Jeff and Joe plan to get involved with campus life; Joe wants to join the newspaper as a reporter and Jeff 

will be joining intramural sports. Jeff was admitted into Michigan’s Ross School of Business, one of the 

foremost Business programs in the country and Joe is going in undecided to the School of Arts and Sciences. 

Joe is most “excited to live in a different state and environment. Michigan draws from the Midwest and its 

exciting to meet people from different parts of the country.” Jeff echoed Joe’s thoughts, adding “I can’t wait to 

live independently, feed myself, buy my own things. It is a new start and a new way of life.” While Jeff and Joe 

will soon be thousands of miles away from home, they will continue the journey they started years ago in the 

Beth El Early Childhood Center together, staying connected with Beth El through College Connection.  

If you know of a member who should be spotlighted in the Beth El News, please email  
Davida Chornock at dchornock@bethelsnj.org with their name and reason for nomination. 

ATTENTION COLLEGE BOUND STUDENTS & PARENTS! 
BETH EL’S COLLEGE CONNECTION PROJECT IS ACCEPTING ADDRESSES FOR THE 2017-18 SCHOOL YEAR**  

 
Help us keep our Beth El college students connected to their shul and Jewish community. We provide holiday 

packages and Beth El news updates throughout the school year. 
 

If you would like your student to participate in this FREE program, please submit the following information to  
Ann Miller at ALM4SP@aol.com or (856) 428-5145 

 
Student Name          Student’s E-mail Address          Name of School/Class Year          Student Mailing Address  

Parents’ Name, E-mail Address, and Phone Number 
 

ALL ADDRESSES MUST BE UPDATED ANNUALLY  
 

**Information must be submitted BY FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2017 
 

For more information call Gloria Back (856) 428-6368 
 

Sponsored by the David Back College Connection Fund. 
Anyone wishing to make a donation to the College Connection Fund may do so by calling the  

Beth El office at 856-675-1166 
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JULY 2017 
TAMMUZ—AV  5777 

JULY MINYAN TIMES 

Candle Lighting  Mincha (Afternoon) Ma’ariv (Evening) Services  

    

   SATURDAY, JULY 1      8:25PM 

   SUNDAY, JULY 2—THURSDAY, JULY 6   8:30PM 

8:13PM  FRIDAY, JULY 7: CELEBRATION SHABBAT   6:00PM 

   SATURDAY, JULY 8      8:25PM 

   SUNDAY, JULY 9—MONDAY, JULY 10   8:30PM 

   TUESDAY, JULY 11: FAST OF 17TH TAMMUZ  8:30PM 

   WEDNESDAY, JULY 12—THURSDAY, JULY 13  8:30PM 

8:10PM  FRIDAY, JULY 14       6:00PM 

   SATURDAY, JULY 15      8:20PM 

   SUNDAY, JULY 16—THURSDAY, JULY 20   8:25PM 

8:05PM   FRIDAY, JULY 21      6:00PM 

   SATURDAY, JULY 22      8:10PM 

   SUNDAY, JULY 23—THURSDAY, JULY 27   8:20PM 

7:59PM  FRIDAY, JULY 28      6:00PM 

   SATURDAY, JULY 29      8:05PM 

   SUNDAY, JULY 30—THURSDAY, AUGUST 3   8:10PM 

7:52PM  FRIDAY, AUGUST 4: CELEBRATION SHABBAT  6:00PM 

   SATURDAY, AUGUST 5     7:55PM 

 

 

 

SHACHARIT (MORNING) SERVICES 

MONDAY & THURSDAY   7:15AM 

TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY 7:30AM 

SATURDAY    9:00AM 

SUNDAY    8:30AM 

 

 

 

NOTES AND EXCEPTIONS 

TUESDAY, JULY 4: INDEPENDENCE DAY   8:30AM 

TUESDAY, JULY 11: FAST OF 17TH TAMMUZ  7:15AM 

MONDAY, JULY 24: ROSH CHODESH — AV  7:15AM 

MONDAY, JULY 31: EREV TISHA B’AV   7:15AM 
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 AUGUST MINYAN TIMES 
 

AUGUST 2017 

AV—ELUL  5777 

Candle Lighting  Mincha (Afternoon) Ma’ariv (Evening) Services  

    

   SUNDAY, JULY 30—THURSDAY, AUGUST 3   8:10PM 

  7:52PM  FRIDAY, AUGUST 4: CELEBRATION SHABBAT  6:00PM 

   SATURDAY, AUGUST 5     7:55PM 

   SUNDAY, AUGUST 6—THURSDAY, AUGUST 10  8:05PM 

7:43PM  FRIDAY, AUGUST 11       6:00PM 

   SATURDAY, AUGUST 12     7:45PM 

   SUNDAY, AUGUST 13—THURSDAY, AUGUST 17  7:55PM 

7:34PM   FRIDAY, AUGUST 18      6:00PM 

   SATURDAY, AUGUST 19     7:35PM 

   SUNDAY, AUGUST 20—THURSDAY, AUGUST 24  7:45PM 

7:24PM  FRIDAY, AUGUST 25      6:00PM 

   SATURDAY, AUGUST 26     7:25PM 

   SUNDAY, AUGUST 27—THURSDAY, AUGUST 31  7:35PM 

7:13PM  FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1: CELEBRATION SHABBAT  6:00PM 

   SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2     7:15PM 

SHACHARIT (MORNING) SERVICES 

MONDAY & THURSDAY   7:15AM 

TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY 7:30AM 

SATURDAY    9:00AM 

SUNDAY    8:30AM 

NOTES AND EXCEPTIONS 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 1: TISHA B’AV    7:15AM 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 22: ROSH CHODESH — ELUL 7:15AM 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23: ROSH CHODESH — ELUL 7:15AM 
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We are so thrilled to welcome 
our new ECC Director, Debbie 
Beideman! Debbie comes to us 
with a strong educational 
leadership background along 
with over 30 years experience in 
public education in South 
Jersey.  
 

Greetings from Camp Kaitana! 
 

Our summer campers are enjoying a fun-filled 
summer. The splash pad is a favorite among 
campers, and the children enjoy playing in this area 
each day the weather permits. Outdoor play is 
important for our students to enjoy physical activity 
and express themselves. It also facilitates skills 
such as running, jumping, climbing, communicating 
and collaborating with friends, and appreciating 
nature.  

The theme last week was a combination of the Wild 
West and camping. Activities included packing our 
backpacks and heading into the woods, building a 
tent, listening to stories, singing songs, going on a 
bear hunt, and making S’mores. Cowboys and 
cowgirls could be seen in our hallways and in our 
theme room. They had fun wearing cowboy hats, 
riding a horse, trying to lasso a cactus, making 
crafts, and learning how to square dance. 
 

Campers are also participating in a mitzvah project 
by helping the dogs and cats at the Voorhees 
Animal Orphanage. We are collecting monetary 
donations, food, toys, blankets, and other items. For 
a complete list, see your child’s teacher or refer to 
the Campers Care Project Flyer.  
 
 

Upcoming weekly themes and activities include the 
following: 
 

Week of June 26: The Circus is in Town – 
Bounce Castle/Mini Carnival 
Week of July 3: Happy Red, White, and Blue – 
Cookout/ Red, White, and Blue Day 
Week of July 10: Eric Carle – Storyteller Dorothy 
Stanaitis 
Week of July 17: Little Artists – Puppets Pizzazz  
Week of July 24: Dinosaur Stomp – Camden 
Children’s Garden Diggin’ Dino’s  
Week of July 31: Ahoy Matey! – Treasure Hunt  
Week of August 7: Aloha Summer! – Luau  
 
On behalf of the Early Childhood Center Staff, we 
wish you a safe and happy summer! 

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER - DEBBIE BEIDEMAN, DIRECTOR 
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 RELIGIOUS SCHOOL - RABBI NOGAH MARSHALL, EDUCATIONAL DIRECTOR 

One of the proudest moments of my 
Rabbinate was when I officiated at a 
B’nai Mitzvah ceremony for a group 
of adults with special needs while 
serving as a Rabbi in Palm Beach, 
Florida in 2004.  During my time in 
Palm Beach I created an Introduction 
to Judaism class for adults with 

special needs through The Jewish Family and 
Children Services of Palm Beach County. The goal 
of this two year program was to provide these 
adults with a Jewish education that would culminate 
with a B’nei Mitzvah/Confirmation service.   
 

The majority of these students, ranging in ages 18-
65, were never given the opportunity to receive a 
formal Jewish education. My goal was to provide 
my students with a Jewish experience that they 
would cherish for the rest of their lives. At this 
ceremony, 30 adults formally celebrated their B’nei 
Mitzvah/Confirmation in their own special way. 
Some read from the Torah while others opened the 
ark, read a speech or simply held the Kiddush cup.  
 

Once again, 13 years later, I am in a community 
that I am so proud to be part of. Congregation Beth 
El is a special community, as we understand that all 
children deserve the opportunity to receive a Jewish 
education no matter what their needs are. Through 
our ECC special needs program and our Project 
Lev Religious School program we offer all children 
the opportunity to receive a proper Jewish 
education. 
 

As an educator, one never stops learning.  I am 
always looking for ways to improve our program. 
Although we here at Congregation Beth El have 
one of the strongest special needs program in the 
area, there is still more to do. We can do even 
better. I am thrilled to share with you that 
Congregation Beth El has been selected to be part 
of the 2017-2018 United Synagogue of 
Conservative Judaism Ruderman Inclusion Action 
Community.   
 

The USCJ Ruderman Inclusion Action Community 
is a community made up of approximately 20 
congregations who will receive consultation and 
guidance from to develop and implement a vision 
and action plan for making our kehillah (community) 
a more inclusive congregation.  As part of the 

cohort our kehillah will receive tools, training and 
coaching designed to enable the development of a 
more inclusive community.  
 

These supports will include:  
 Guidance to conduct and analyze introductory 

assessments 
 Coaching in developing an action plan and 

piloting and/or enhancing/expanding programs 
 Site visit and consultation by USCJ’s Inclusion 

Specialist Ed Frim 
 Participation in a List Serve and Facebook 

group, including more than 50 congregations in 
2017 

 The opportunity to reflect on data at the 
conclusion of the program with coaches and 
experts 

 A higher profile locally and nationally that will 
lead to new and more deeply engaged members 

 
As part of the cohort we are thrilled to welcome 
Beth El member Nicole Landau as the liaison who 
will, together with myself and the USCJ Inclusion 
specialist, coordinate and implement our efforts.  A 
taskforce has been formed and will be meeting over 
the summer to conduct an assessment of the 
current inclusion practices of our kehillah which will 
culminate an inclusion action plan for the coming 
year. 
 
If you are interested in joining our task force, please 
email me at nmarshall@bethelsnj.org.  
 
I am so incredibly proud of Beth El for our 
dedication to this most important and meaningful 
initiative making sure all of our members feel 
comfortable and at home in our kehillah.  As 
tradition teaches us:  Kol Yisrael Aravim Zeh La 
Zeh - All Jews are responsible for one another. 
 
Have a wonderful summer! 
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Larry Hanover, President 
hanovers4@comcast.net 

 
I hope you’re fully in summer rest 
and relaxation mode! In the 
meantime, let me share some plans 
that Men’s Club is working on for 
2017-18. 
 

 
 

 At Men’s Club Shabbat, Rabbi Krupnick 
suggested focusing on events to draw younger 
parents into our fold. Parents today work long 
hours, meaning they treasure those rare        
one-on-one moments with sons and daughters. 
Men’s Club wants to provide some of those 
moments. 

 We want events that foster deeper connections 
for all, making you feel part of something bigger. 

 Beth El will be locked in on Israel’s big birthday 
coming up (turning 70 next year!), so we want 
events for all, not just Men’s Club. 

 
Along those lines, we are planning a Krav Maga 
(Israeli martial arts) day at our Religious School. We 
are planning a demonstration from a local expert, 
with participatory sessions designed for adults and 
kids. 
 
Considering the Holocaust and Israeli 
independence are bound together historically in 
some respects, we want to take advantage of the 
priceless resource of our remaining Shoah 
survivors. There will be a book signing/shpiel 
(shameless plug: it’s for Fred Behrend’s memoir 
“Rebuilt from Broken Glass”, which I co-authored 
and comes out in July). We are looking at a second 
gathering where survivors, parents and kids can 
talk, learn informally, and see the Cantors Assembly 
Torah that survived the Holocaust. 
 
Look for other Israel-related speakers as well. 
Perhaps we can generate momentum to shatter last 
year’s record-breaking Beth El attendance at the 
AIPAC conference in Washington, D.C. 
 
Parents and kids will also enjoy as we build on last 
year’s success with our “Book for a Friend” 
program. Larry Abrams is organizing a mega-effort 
that will not only ready the books for distribution, but 
also have us deliver them to places like Lindenwold, 
hold readings, and more.  

BETH EL ARMS 

Barbara Sharofsky, President 
bsharofsky@gmail.com 
 

Sisterhood is an organization through 
which women have the opportunities to 
find a voice through spiritual means, 
social action, raising funds, or social 
gatherings. Whatever the vehicle, we 
welcome you all to find YOUR voice in 
Sisterhood this year. 
 

I am humbled and honored to be your Sisterhood 
president for the next two years. Along with our Sisterhood 
board, I am excited to plan an amazing and engaging 
calendar of events for the 2017-2018 programming year. 
 
It is our mission to educate, empower, inspire and excite 
the women of Beth El through our programming and 
outreach. We invite you to join us this coming year, and 
encourage you to get involved, in one or many of our 
events. There’s something for everyone! Later in the 
summer you will receive the Sisterhood mailing outlining 
our various events and activities. No matter what age or 
stage of life you may be, we are sure you will find 
something to pique your interest. We welcome your input 
on how we can best serve you, our Beth El women, and 
help you feel the power that is Sisterhood. 
 
Please join me in congratulating the 2017-2019 Sisterhood 
Board! For a full listing of the new board, please visit  
https://bethelsnj.org/our-groups/sisterhood/ 
 
Please join me in thanking Renee Kessler who as served 
as our Sisterhood president for the past two years. She 
has left some big shoes to fill (despite her small feet), and 
I hope to live up to them. I also want to thank and wish  
Kol HaKavod  to our retiring board members: Jocelyn 
Borowsky, Val Linden, Renee Rudolph, Ryna Alexander, 
Juli Sloves, Linda Harowitz and Wende Bralow.  
Sisterhood has benefited from your involvement.     
 
I look forward to greeting you at an upcoming Sisterhood 
event! Please feel free to contact me to share your 
thoughts and ideas on how we can provide a fantastic 
Sisterhood experience for every Beth El woman.  
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 BETH EL ARMS 

Nikki Cohen, President 
nicolecohen24@gmail.com 

 

Summer break is here!! Before school lets out and 
we turn over into camp mode, I just wanted to send 
a quick note introducing myself and to let you know 
how excited I am to be the new president of the 
Young Families Group (YFG). My husband Jon and 
I have really enjoyed being a part of the YFG these 
last few years where we continue to build new 
friendships while spending quality family time with 
our three daughters Julie (8), Devin (5) and Dana 
(2). Of course we also love to take advantage of the 
occasional YFG parent’s night out as well.  
 
We have some exciting ideas for next year’s 
programming and I look forward to teaming up with 
anyone who is interested in being a part of our 
committee to come join us. I know that my kids get 
excited when they see Jon or I chairing an event 
and they always love to help set up with their ECC 
or BERS friends. Your kids will too!!  
 
So come join us next year, either to help chair an 
event or just bring your family along to enjoy a night 
out at Bingo, Axe-throwing, YFG Retreat, Shabbat 
dinner and more! Have a great summer and keep 
an eye out for the YFG Kickoff Event in September! 

Judy Simkin, President 
lensim@comcast.net 

 

Welcome back to all of our snow 
birds and we want to wish all of you a 
very happy and healthy summer. 
 
Our annual BBQ was held on 
Tuesday, June 13 and a good time 
was had by all. It is always great to 

get together and socialize and have delicious food! 
 
On Thursday, September 14 we will be going to a 
Phillies game to be part of Jewish Heritage Night. 
Kosher food will be available and a give away will be 
given to all who attend. The cost for the game and 
transportation is $45 per person.  
 
If you are interested please contact Barbara Brodack 
at bbrodack@comcast.net. All checks should be 
made payable to Beth El Habonim and mailed to Mort 
Kanovsky: 9 Anvil Court, Cherry Hill, NJ 08003 
 
We will once again be having our Rosh Hashannah 
bake sale. All cakes will come from the Magical Sweet 
Shoppe in Voorhees. All orders can be picked up at 
Beth El on Tuesday September 19 from 9AM-4PM.  
 
We will be offering  Jewish Apple Cake, Honey cake 
and a chocolate Truffle cake. All cakes are $17.00. 
Save yourself some time for the holidays and be sure 
to place your order by including your name, what you 
are ordering, your phone number and e-mail address. 
Checks should be made payable to Beth El Habonim 
and mailed to Mort Kanovsky at 9 Anvil Court, Cherry 
Hill, NJ 08003 
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SINGLES SHABBAT  
 

Meet people of all ages in a warm environment!  
 

Shabbat service is FREE and open to ALL! Held every third 
Friday of the month at 8 PM in the small Chapel.  

Oneg following services.   
 

Join us! 

July 21    August 18 
 

Contact Norma Kamis: 
(856) 662-7916 or normatrack@verizon.net  

           

  PLATT 
 

          Memorial Chapels, Inc. 
Bernard A. Platt, Director  NJ Lic. No. 3480 

Harry A. Platt, Manager  NJ Lic. No. 3824 

 Alison Platt, Director  NJ Lic. No. 4542 
 

2001 Berlin Road  Cherry Hill, NJ 08003-3794 

856.428.9442         800.262.9442 

Summer Hours: 
 

Closed Saturday, Sunday, 
and Monday 

 
 

9 AM - 1 PM 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and 

Thursday 
 

10 AM - 12 PM 
Friday 
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SUSAN ASBELL RITUAL FUND    

 

DONOR   IN HONOR OF 
Ellisa & Allan Ginsburg  David Backal 
Lisa Levin & Scott Stegall Joan Feinberg's new  
    grandson 
Jackie & Bill Pearson  Birth of grandson to Joan 
    Feinberg, Mason Stevens 
    graduating from Penn State 
Sheila Rosenfield  Birth of grandson to Joan 
    Feinberg  
Alison & Mark Shapiro  Juliet Brooks graduation from 
    Columbia 
 

DONOR   IN MEMORY OF  

Sam Asbell   Howard I. Rubin 
Cori & Ryan Lehrfeld  Daniel Rosard 
Lisa Levin & Scott Stegall  Yahrzeit of Susan Asbell 
Alison & Mark Shapiro  Sherry Rush 
   

DAVID BACK COLLEGE CONNECTION FUND 

DONOR   IN HONOR OF 
Gloria & Ira Back  2nd Bar Mitzvah of Harvey 
    Richards,  2nd Bar Mitzvah of 
    Joe Walkes 
Alice Mohr   Cherry Hill East Graduation 
    of Sammy Breslau, Cherry Hill 
    East Graduation of Jake 
    Breslow, Cherry Hill East 
    Graduation of Rachel Mindel, 
    Cherry Hill Graduation of 
    Allison Shapiro 
 

DONOR   IN MEMORY OF  

Gloria & Ira Back  Yahrzeit of Ethel Back,  
    Yahrzeit of Joseph Back,  
    Yahrzeit of Israel Harris 
 

BELL LIBRARY FUND  

DONOR   IN HONOR OF 
Donna & Richard Bell  David Backal, Birth of  
    grandson to Joan Feinberg, 
    Lauren Soll - amazing  
    president 
Helene & Saul Bresalier  David Backal 
Judy & Donald Love  Marcia Baruch’s Installation 
    as JCRC President, Bar 
    Mitzvah of Nathan Wolf 
Judy & Stuart Wasserlauf Engagement of Dana  
    Kratchman to Neil Hoffman 
  

DONOR   IN MEMORY OF 
Donna & Richard Bell  Dorrie Helmus 
Judy & Donald Love  Meyer Glick 
 

DONOR   SPEEDY RECOVERY 
Judy & Donald Love  Marsha Dollinger 
Esther Zoblin   Marsha Dollinger 
 

MARGIE BLUM COOK FOR A FRIEND FUND 
DONOR   IN APPRECIATION OF 
Collik Family   Lauren Soll, Renee Kessler 
 
 
 

DONOR   IN HONOR OF 
Iris & Steven Auerbach  David Gutin's installation as 
    President of the Jewish Sr. 
    Housing & Health Services of 
    So. NJ 
Collik Family   David Backal, Bat Mitzvah of 
    Hannah Leibowitz, Adam 
    Sackstein 
Hazel Starr   Special birthday of Renee 
    Kessler 
 

DONOR   IN MEMORY OF 

Debbi & Michael Silverman Robert Collik 

 
 

 

 

SYLVIA BOORY FRAGILE X RESEARCH FUND 

DONOR   IN APPRECIATION OF 
Nancy & Hank Cutler  Lauren Soll, amazing  
    president 
 

DONOR   IN MEMORY OF 
Alison & Marc Feldman  Robert Boory 
Leila & Ian Joffe   Daniel Rosard 
 

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER FUND 
DONOR   IN HONOR OF 
Barbara & Marvin Backal David Backal 
Paula Levine   Bar Mitzvah of Max Becker 
Shirley Mangel   David Backal 
 

DONOR   IN MEMORY OF  

Amy & Andy Blackstone  Dorothy Usdin 
Barbara & Marvin Backal Yahrzeit of Morris Backal,  
    Yahrzeit of Clara Berkowitz 
  

DONOR   SPEEDY RECOVERY 
Elaine Waxman   Marsha Dollinger 
 

FAMILIES IN NEED FUND  
DONOR   IN APPRECIATION OF 
Shera & Stuart Shalit  All our blessings 
 

DONOR   IN HONOR OF 
Beth El Sisterhood  Susan Backal, Beth El  
    Sisterhood Chopped - Kosher 
    co-champion, Helene  
    Krupnick, Beth El Sisterhood 
    Chopped - Kosher co-  
    champion   

DONOR   IN MEMORY OF  

Lila Eisner & Family  Yahrzeit of Len Eisner 
Brenda & Alan Pollack  Ida Roth 
Jeffrey Robinson  Yahrzeits of Muriel & Rudolph 
    Robinson 
Lois Schatz   Yahrzeit of Anna Miller 
Tami Steinberg   Dorothy Usdin 
 

RABBI ANDY GREEN SPECIAL FUND   

DONOR   IN MEMORY OF  
Thelma & Harvey Shaps Chuck Posen 
 

REBA & HARRY GROSSMAN FUND 
DONOR   IN APPRECIATION OF 
Cookie & Murray Matez  Aliyah on Passover 
 
 
 

CARING ACTS OF TZEDAKAH (AS OF JUNE 16) 



 19 

 CARING ACTS OF TZEDAKAH   
DONOR   IN HONOR OF 
Debbie Grossman  Special birthday of Dr. Jerry 
    Jacobs 
Linda Weiss & Josh Matasow Jacob Grossman's graduation 
    from U Conn. 
 

DONOR   IN MEMORY OF  
Andi & Ron Morris  Helene Bogutz 
 

DONOR   SPEEDY RECOVERY 
Debbie Grossman  Marsha Dollinger 
 

HAZZAN ALISA POMERANTZ-BORO SPECIAL FUND 

DONOR   IN APPRECIATION OF 
Paula Levinson   Beth & Craig Wynne 
Leslie & Joyce Helmus  Hazzan Alisa Pomerantz-Boro 
 
 

The following contributions were made in honor of 
Hazzan Alisa Pomerantz-Boro’s Installation:  

DONOR   IN HONOR OF 
Christina & Francis Coppola 2nd Bar Mitzvah of Joe Walkes 
Susan Dashoff-Ellman  Rabbi Furman, Honoree at 
    Kellman-Brown 
The Jewish Community   Hazamir South Jersey Concert 
Foundation, Inc. 
Robyn, Brett, Rayna, Madison  1st birthday of Brielle Jane  
& Mia Kratchman  Kratchman 
Christine & William   2nd Bar Mitzvah of Joe Walkes 
Pfeiffenberger 
Bernard Rabinowitz  2nd Bar Mitzvah of Joe Walkes 
 

DONOR   IN MEMORY OF  

Brian Crimmins & Dianne Lazer Yahrzeit of Zolen Lazer 
Susan Dashoff-Ellman  Yahrzeit of Nathan Ellman, 
    Yahrzeit of Max Cohen,  
    Yahrzeit of Harry Dashoff 
Sheila & Sam Mandel & Family Dorrie Helmus 
Nancy & Art Steinfeld  Sheldon Canal 
 

ALLAN E. HECSH FUND   

DONOR   IN MEMORY OF  

Laura & Alan Wechsler   Yahrzeit of Benjamin Wechsler 
 

KIDDUSH FUND 
DONOR   IN HONOR OF 
Harvey Richards  Harvey Richards reading 
    Torah on 2nd Bar Mitzvah 
 
 
 

RABBI AARON KRUPNICK SPECIAL FUND  

DONOR   IN APPRECIATION OF 
Maggie Duyan   Rabbi Aaron Krupnick 
Debbi & Michael Silverman Rabbi Aaron Krupnick  
Bonnie & Howard Yares  Rabbi Aaron Krupnick 
Sharon & Steven Usdin  Rabbi Aaron Krupnick  

 

DONOR   IN HONOR OF  
Anita Farber   Birth of granddaughter to Ruth 
    & Alan Respler, Bar Mitzvah of 
    Nathan Wolf 
Barbara Goodfriend  Installation of Hazzan Alisa 
    Pomerantz-Boro 
Bea Gordon   Special birthday of Philip 
    Goodman 
Sharla & Mort Kanovsky  Birth of grandson to Joan 
    Feinberg, 2nd Bar Mitzvah of 
    Harvey Richards, 2nd Bar 
    Mitzvah of Joe Walkes, Special 
    birthday of Hazel Starr 
Robyn, Brett, Rayna, Madison  Bat Mitzvah of Elyse Kate  
& Mia Kratchman  Kratchman 
Anita & Murray Moliken  David Backal installation as 
    President of Beth El 
Renee & Walt Ramick  Birth of grandson to Joan 
    Feinberg 
Ann Rosenberg   Birth of grandson to Joan 
    Feinberg 
Andrew Rowan   Bat Mitzvah of Sabrina Brooks,  
    Bar Mitzvah of Aidan Dworkin, 
    Bat Mitzvah of Jamie Goldberg 
Ilene Rosen and Todd Rowan Bar Mitzvah of Max Becker 
Nancy & Jerrold Schwartz David Backal 
Joan Shapiro   Birthday of Ellen Levy 
Sharon & Steven Usdin  Rabbi Isaac Furman 
Shirley Wander   Birth of grandson to Joan 
    Feinberg 
 

DONOR   IN MEMORY OF 
Helene & Alan Blumenfeld Yahrzeit of Mollie Fishman 
Sherri, Alan ,Brandon & Sydney Yahrzeit of Sidney N. Sutker 
Hilary Cohen   Yahrzeit of Leon B. Cohen 
Leslie & Steve Cohen  Yahrzeit ot Barbara Cohen 
Anita Farber   Ida Szuchman 
Selma Feldschneider  Yahrzeit of Howard  
    Feldschneider 
Florence Fridrich  Yahrzeits of Ida Fridrich, Anna 
    Bellitz 
Philip Goodman   Yahrzeit of Minnie Inber 
Harriet Goodstein & Family Yahrzeit Paula B. Goodstein 
Sharla & Mort Kanovsky  Meyer Glick 
Fran & Richie Kaplan  Yahrzeit of Bessie Kaplan, 
    Yahrzeit of Minnie Reichman 
Elaine & Stan Leshner  Yahrzeit of Oscar Halpern, 
    Yahrzeit of Max Rachlin 
Ronnie Levi   Yahrzeit of Benjamin Slawitsky 
Ellen & Jay Levy  Yahreit of Sylvia Levy 
Judith Podrass   Yahrzeit of Rubin Berman 
Gail & Marty Raffner  Yahrzeits of Morris Raffner, 
    Celia Raffner, Marilyn Raffner, 
    George Miller, Bernice Miller, 
    Kay Wetzstein 
Golda Rayburn   Sam Goldstein 

Muriel & Joel Asnen 
Abby & Robert Belafsky 
Lynne Gradinger Besen 
Susan & Paul Cherkas 
Deborah Peikes & Robert 
Cohen, Rebecca Cornacoff, 
Barbara & Jeffrey Katzman, 
Rebecca Peikes 
Susan Dashoff-Ellman 
Rachel & Norman Green 
Janet & Robert Kaufman 
Joan Langer 
Paula Levine 

Bruce Matez 
Rabbi Merow 
Andi & Ron Morris 
Rabbi Moshe & Kay 
Pomerantz  
Carol & Ed Rosof 
Marilyn & Steve Roth 
Harriet Schulman 
Stephanie & Bradley Specter 
& Family 
Phyllis & Sam Spital 
Cecile & Jack Weber 
Judy & Len Wizmur 
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Michelle & Steven Rosenzweig Robert Collik 
Andrew & Benny Roth  Ida Roth 
Thelma & Harvey Shaps Robert Abers 
Sharon & Steven Usdin  Yahrzeit of Sidney Lieberman 
Shirley Wander   Yahrzeit of Irv Wander 
Cookie & Allan Weinberg Dr. Jay Markowitz 
Marianne & David Zalut  Robert Collik 
  

DONOR   SPEEDY RECOVERY 
Anita Farber   Marta Adelson, Marsha  
    Dollinger 
Sharla & Mort Kanovsky  Sam Mandel 
Ilene Rosen and Todd Rowan Sam Mandel 
Cookie & Allan Weinberg Judy Albert, Libby Lieberman, 
    Judy March 
Laura Yehuda   Juli Sloves 
 

LUKOFF CULTURAL FORUM FUND 
DONOR   IN APPRECIATION OF 
Marcy Sanders   Robin Sue & Bill Landsburg - 
    Shalach Manot, Sandra  
    Kaminer 
 

DONOR   IN HONOR OF 
Marcy Sanders   60th wedding anniversary of 
    Nikki & Len Feldman, Birth of 
    grandson to Amy & Barney 
    Kaplan, Bat Mitzvah of Noa 
    Pecarsky 
 

DONOR   IN MEMORY OF 

Marcy Sanders   Yahrzeit of Harry & Gertrude 
    Fagelson, Yahrzeit of Stephen 
    Marcus, Sister of Marshall 
    Gordon 
 

ROBERTA R. MOGIL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
DONOR   IN MEMORY OF 
Ellyn & Mort Kafarissen  Harriet Ackovitz 

 

PHYLLIS & IRVING NATKOW MEMORIAL FUND 
DONOR   IN MEMORY OF 
Beth Teitelman   Yahrzeit of Celeina Teitelman 
 

BETH EL RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND  

DONOR   IN HONOR OF  

Stephanie & Michael Ritigstein Bar Mitzvah of Max Becker 
Rhona Swartz   Selma Ellis: marriage of both 
    grandson, Jason Horowitz and 
    granddaughter Danielle Ellis.    

DONOR   IN MEMORY OF 
Heather & Mark Kramer  Helene Bogutz 
Ritigstein Family  Yahrzeit of Craig Rosof 
Dianne Steinberg  Arthur Goldman 

 

ALAN RICHMAN CHILDRENS' RECREATION FUND 
DONOR   IN APPRECIATION OF 
Stephanie & Bradley Specter  Heidi Silverberg 
& Family 
 

DONOR   IN HONOR OF 
Heidi & Danny Silverberg Bat Mitzvah of Hannah  
    Leibowitz, Bat Mtzvah of Noa 
    Pecarsky 
 

Lauren & Jon Soll  Birth of grandson to Joan 
    Feinberg 
Stephanie & Bradley Specter Robin Cohn, recognized for 
    volunteer work, Lauren Soll 
    Outgoing Beth El President 
 

DR. ROBERT R. ROSEN MEMORIAL FUND 
The following donations were made in memory of Rosalie 
Rosen: Sue & Marc Finkel, Bruce Forman & Joy Weinstein, 
Carolyn & Joe Rosen, and Debra & Robert Tevelson 
 

NAURICE & INGRID ROSEN FUND FOR SPECIAL ED 
DONOR   IN HONOR OF 
Randee, Alan & Nathaniel  Special Birthday of Phillip 
Moldoff    Goodman 
 

DONOR   IN MEMORY OF 
Randee, Alan & Nathaniel  Dorothy Usdin 
Moldoff 
 

ANDREW & ERIC SUSSMAN SCHOLARSHIP FUND  

DONOR   IN HONOR OF 
Linda & Paul Chase  David Backal, becoming 
    President of Beth El, Birth of 
    grandson to Joan Feinberg 
Barbara & Gary Kanalstein David Backal, becoming 
    President of Beth El, Birth of 
    grandson to Joan Feinberg 
Shari Sussman/Melissa Chase Birth of  grandson to Joan 
    Feinberg 
Cookie & Allan Weinberg David Backal, becoming 
    President of Beth El 
DONOR   IN MEMORY OF 

Barbara & Gary Kanalstein Howard Bolotin 
Beverly Segal   Yahrzeit of Jacob Rose 
 

DONOR   SPEEDY RECOVERY 
Lil & Doc Joe Hassman  Harris Marshall, Sandra  
    Kaminer 
Barbara & Gary Kanalstein Sandra Kaminer 
 

HARRY TAYLOR FUND 
DONOR   IN HONOR OF 
Melody & Craig Taylor  Rande Dubrow recipient of 
    "Woman of Distinction" Award 
Amy & Charles Rossano Bat Mitzvah of Alexa Segal 
 

CHARLES E. TROBMAN MEDICAL RESEARCH FUND 

DONOR   IN HONOR OF 
Muriel & Joel Asnen  Marriage of Jason Horowitz to 
    Becca Litwin and Danielle Ellis 
    to Brian Balagula -  
    grandchildren of Selma Ellis 
Maxine & Ed Ladov  2nd Bar Mitzvah of Joe Walkes 

DONOR   IN MEMORY OF 

Phyllis & Malcolm Trobman Judy sister of Audrey Litto 
 

USY KADIMA FUND 
DONOR   SPEEDY RECOVERY 

Nikki & Len Feldman  Sam Mandel 
 
 
 

CARING ACTS OF TZEDAKAH 
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THE TREE OF LIFE 
  

LEAF: Purchasing a leaf on Beth El’s 

Tree of Life, located inside the Shabbat 
and Holiday entrance to our building, is 

the perfect way to commemorate a 
significant life-cycle event.   

 

Remember your wedding, birthday, 
anniversary, children’s B’nai Mitzvah or 
other accomplishment by having a leaf 

custom engraved for $275. 
 

STONE: For a more significant addition 

to the Tree of Life, please consider 
purchasing a stone to adorn the bottom 
of the artwork.  Each stone is custom 

engraved onto an all natural surface and 
promises to be a source of great family 

pride for years to come. The cost for 
each stone is $550. 

 

To order a leaf or stone, please call the 
Beth El office at  
856-675-1166 

Beth El is a Member of the 
“Jewish National Fund Affiliate 

Program”  
 

There is NO easier way to earn money 
for Beth El & support Israel at the 
same time. The procedure is as 

simple as a click!   

Go to our website: www.bethelsnj.org   
Click on “support us”/”shop here” and 
then Jewish National Fund to make 

your purchase/donation. 
  

Tell your friends, families & other 
congregants. Congregation Beth El will 

reap the rewards.    
 

Plant Trees in Israel, Greeting Cards, 
Water Certificates, Honor Book 

Certificates, etc.   
 

Every order placed, Beth El  
gets 20% commission.   

 

 

     For questions, call Debbie 
Drachman at 856 -719 -9485  

Scrip Program 
 
 

 

 
Support Beth El by shopping at 

your favorite stores! 
 

 

IT'S AS EASY AS 1,2,3: 
 
 

  1.  Click on "Buy Scrip" under  
       Quick links on bethelsnj.org 
  2.  Place your order online 
  3.  Pay by phone or by check and        
       pick up your order at Beth El  
 

 

The Scrip program helps support  
educational programming for children 

and adults at Beth El 
 

Take advantage of our new home 
delivery! (select neighborhoods) 

 

 

Use scrip for Holiday Dinners!  
Shoprite, Whole Foods, Kibitz 
Room, Acme, Classic Cake.  

 

Use scrip for your daily needs!  
Staples, CVS, Bed, Bath & Beyond, 
American Eagle, Macy’s, Barnes & 
Noble, Amazon, AND SO MUCH 

MORE! 

CARING ACTS OF TZEDAKAH 

Pathway to Inspiration 
 

Do you wish to honor a loved one, that 
special simcha, a child’s favorite teacher, 

or  the memory of someone special? 
Personalized bricks make a lasting and 

unique gift.  
 

The cost of a personalized brick starts at 
$180 for the first brick and $118 for every 
brick thereafter when multiple bricks are 

purchased together.  
 

To order a personalized brick, please call 
Davida Chornock at 856-675-1166  

Memorial Room 
 
 

Honor your loved ones by purchasing 
a plaque ($575) in  

our Memorial Room. 
   

Additionally, the names and yahrzeit 
dates will appear on the digital screen, 

scrolling during the yahrzeit week, 
high holidays and other chaggim.   

 
Contact Beth El for more information  

at 856-675-1166 

WALKES CHAPEL FUND   

The following donations were made in honor of the 2nd 
Bar Mitzvah of Joe Walkes:  

 

DONOR   IN HONOR OF 
Barbara & Joe Walkes   Bat Mitzvah of Mia Some, Bar 
    Mitzvah of Bernie Rabinowitz 
    grandson, Special birthday of 
    Abe Genderson 
 

DONOR   IN MEMORY OF 

Barbara & Joe Walkes  Meyer Glick, Alan Dash 

JERRY YAFFA CRUETZFELDT JAKOB DISEASE 
RESEARCH FUND   
  

DONOR   IN APPRECIATION OF 
Shirley Mangel   Robert Kaufman 
 

DONOR   IN HONOR OF 
Shirley Yaffa   Bar Mitzvah of grandson of 
    Muriel & Joel Asnen 
Esther Zoblin   Special birthday of Dr Irv Klerin 
 

DONOR   IN MEMORY OF 

Linda & Stuart Yaffa  Meyer Glick 
Shirley Yaffa   Meyer Glick, Yahrzeit of Jerry 
    Yaffa 
Esther Zoblin   Eric Fine, Herb Young 
 

DONOR   SPEEDY RECOVERY 
Shirley Mangel   Lynne Besen 
Shirley Yaffa   Albert Wiesner, Shirley Mangel 

Helene & Arthur Batoff 
Brenda & Chuck Driben 
Anita Farber 
Joan Feinberg 
Lori & Jon Genderson 
Myra & David Gutin 
Sheldon  Harris 
Howard Joffe 
Judith M. Krupnick 
Alixandara & Keith Morgan 

Mysore & Girija Nagaraja 
Ann Rosenberg 
Amy & John Salcedo & Family 
Marcy Sanders 
Sherry & Stuart Sauer 
Nancy & Alan Schnoll 
Elaine Walder 
Sara Beth Walder 
Mrs. Helaine Weinstein, Dr. L. 
Donald Weinstein 

http://www.bethelsnj.org/
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 LIFE AND LEGACY PROGRAM 

 

Beth El is an active participant in a charitable Endowment initiative under the 
auspices of the Jewish Community Foundation and funded by the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation.  
  

Please remember Beth El when you do your Estate Planning. Our Committee will be 
happy to discuss various options with you.  All of us thank those who have helped to 
ensure Beth El’s future.   

Our Life and Legacy Donors  

Anonymous (2) 
Susan & David Backal 
Cathy & Marc Backal 
Marcia Baruch 
Donna & Richard Bell 
Pam & Bob Benedon 
Jodi Berman  
Helene & Alan Blumenfeld 
Jocelyn & Mark Borowsky 
Ronit & Chris Boyd 
Beth & Josh Brodkin 
Amy & Eric Clayman 
Arlene & Harris Colton 
Fran & Neal Cupersmith 
Leila & Adam Cupersmith 

June & Steven Eisner & Family 
Myra & David Gutin 

Phyllis Hecsh  
Deborah & Edward Hochberg 
Beth & Harvey Jacob 
Adam Kaminer 
Sharla & Mort Kanovsky 
Amy & Barnard Kaplan 
Jerome Katz 
Alison & Andrew Keim 
Debra Kelberg 
Deborah Shore & Jonathan Korn  
Helene & Rabbi Aaron Krupnick 
Michael Landsburg 
Fran & Leon L. Levy 
Suzanne & Victor Levy 
Judy & Don Love 
Burt & Diane Nussbaum 
Sheri & Jason Pecarsky 

Lynn Goldman Paul 
Arlene & Ed Plasky 
Hilary & Harry Platt 
Ilene Rosen & P. Todd Rowan 
Sharon & Adam Sackstein 
Stuart Sauer 
Karen & David Schlessel & Family 
Harriet Schulman 
Faye & Gary Shapiro 
Jennifer Sholder 
Juli Mandel Sloves & Glenn Sloves 
Lauren & Jonathan Soll 
Tami Bogutz Steinberg 
Judith & Stuart Wasserlauf 
Jennifer & Jim Weiss 
Jason and Leah Wolf  
Jeffrey Zeiger 

 

ENDOWMENT FOR THE FUTURE  
Giving Today to Secure Tomorrow 

 

 

Making a commitment to Beth El’s Endowment Fund will help ensure funds will always be available to 
support & enhance the many important, religious, educational & communal services that Beth El 

provides to its members & community.  
There are many ways to participate: make an immediate contribution of cash, appreciated securities, real 

estate, art work or other collectibles; include a bequest to Beth El in your will; designate Beth El as a 
beneficiary of a life insurance policy; establish a donor advised fund dedicated to the support of Beth El; 

establish a charitable gift annuity or a charitable remainder trust. 
 

For more information as to how you can participate in building Beth El’s Endowment for the Future, 
please complete this coupon & return it via 1

st
 class mail or e-mail. 

 

Name: _____________________________________  E-mail: ______________________________ 
 

 

Street: __________________________  City___________________  State____  Zip:________ 
 
 

Please send me information on participating through:  Bequests __ Life Insurance __  Donor Advised Fund  ___    
Charitable Gift Annuities  ___ Charitable Remainder Trust ___ Immediate Gift of Cash or Appreciated Assets ___ 
 

 I have already included Beth El in my estate plans. Please let me know how my plan can be included in Beth El’s  
Endowment for the Future. 

 

 Return to:   Congregation Beth El, Endowment for the Future,  8000 Main Street, Voorhees, NJ 08043 

E-mail:  jlaster@bethelsnj.org 
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Clergy & STAFF  
 

Aaron Krupnick, Rabbi 
            akrupnick@bethelsnj.org 
 
 

Alisa Pomerantz-Boro, Hazzan 
 hazzanapb@bethelsnj.org 
 
 

Andy Green, Assistant Rabbi 
 agreen@bethelsnj.org 
 
 

Isaac Furman, Rabbi 
 rif1@comcast.net 
 
 

Josh Laster, Executive Director 
 jlaster@bethelsnj.org 

 

Rabbi Nogah Marshall,  
Educational Director  

 nmarshall@bethelsnj.org 
 

Debbie Beideman, 
Early Education Center Director 
 dbiedeman@bethelsnj.org 
 

Tamar Barkan,  
Director of Membership, Events,  
and Programming 
 tbarkan@bethelsnj.org 
 

Mike Mellace, Comptroller 
 mmellace@bethelsnj.org 
 

Nancy Barr, Staff Accountant 
 nbarr@bethelsnj.org 
 

Laura Bruzzese-Coscia,  
Accounts Receivable 
 lbruzzese@bethelsnj.org 
 

Davida Chornock,  
Marketing, Communications, and 
Membership Specialist 
 dchornock@bethelsnj.org 
 

Sarah Donsky, Educational  
Programs Administrator 
 sdonsky@bethelsnj.org 

 

Tammy Freedman, ECC 
Administrative Assistant 
 tfreedman@bethelsnj.org 
 

Belle S Hirn,  
Assistant to the ECC Director 

 bhirn@bethelsnj.org 

 

Amy Kaplan, Librarian  
 akaplan@bethelsnj.org 
 

Binyamin Stone, Youth Director 
 bstone@bethelsnj.org 
 

Leora Waiche, Clergy Executive 
Assistant 
 lwaiche@bethelsnj.org 
 

Shirley Yaffa, Receptionist 
 syaffa@bethelsnj.org 

Board Officers 
 

President:  
David Backal 
  president@bethelsnj.org 
 

Vice Presidents:  
Josh Brodkin 
  amazingmed@hotmail.com 
Adam Sackstein 
  asackstein@aol.com 
Karen Schlessel 
           schlessel@comcast.net   
Tami Bogutz Steinberg 
 tami.steinberg@flastergreenberg.com 
 

Treasurer:  
Stuart Sauer 
           royalcomputing@comcast.net 
 

Financial Secretaries: 
Cathy Backal 
          cbackal@comcast.net 
Karin Elkis 
  karinelkis@gmail.com 
 

Recording Secretary: 
Faye Shapiro 
 faye.shapiro@comcast.net 
  
 

Arms 
Habonim:  
Judy Simkin - lensim@comcast.net 
 

Men’s Club:  
Larry Hanover - hanovers4@comcast.net  
 

Singles:  
Norma Kamis - normatrack@verizon.net  
 

Sisterhood:  
Barbara Sharofsky - 
bsharofsky@gmail.com 
 

Young Families Group:  
Nikki Cohen - 
nicolecohen24@gmail.com 
 

USY:  
Ari Kantor - arikantor@comcast.net  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteer opportunities 

 

Adult Education: 
Zalman Agus - agus@upenn.edu 
Patti Bourke - pattigail1@comcast.net 
 

Board Governance & Development: 
Karin Elkis - karinelkis@gmail.com 
 

Boker Tov Committee: 
Anouk Backal -  dutchnouky@yahoo.com 
 

Budget & Finance Committee:  
Ben Levin - levin@hylandlevin.com 
 

Catering Committee:  
Robin Cohn - chrobn@aol.com  

 

Cemetery Committee:  
Harry Platt - plattmemorial@comcast.net 
 

College Connection:  
Gloria Back -  gback5454@aol.com 
 

Early Childhood Center Committee:  
Beth Lambert - bethwlambert@gmail.com 
Dina Silverman - dinagoldsilver@gmail.com 
  

Endowment Committee:  
Jocelyn Borowsky- jdmborowsky@comcast.net 

 

Fundraising Committee:   
Mira Aumiller - msaumiller@yahoo.com  

Diana Meltzer - diana@3eye.com 
 

House Committee:       
Mort Kanovsky - kanovsky@juno.com 
      

Israel Committee:  
Jason Whitney - jasonwhitney@comcast.net 
 

Marketing Committee:  
Nancy Cutler - nbcproductions@comcast.net  
 

Membership Committee:  
Debra Kelberg - dkelberg@aol.com  

 

Nichum Avelim Committee:      
Marsha Goodman - margood1941@gmail.com 
 

Personnel Committee:  
Caroline Austin- carolineaustin@verizon.net 
 

Religious School Committee:  
Debra Kelberg -  dkelberg@aol.com 
Marla Glauser -  mglauser@verizon.net 
 

Ritual Advisory Committee: 
Jay S. Ruder, Esq - jruder@archerlaw.com 
 

Scrip Committee:  
Debbie Hochberg - dsh26@comcast.net 
  

Security Committee: 
David Breslau - davidbreslau.db@gmail.com 
 

Social Action:   
Rachel Miller - rvk504@aol.com 
 

Technology Committee:  
Michael Silverman - silvermanm@icloud.com 
                  

Youth Commission:  
Juli Sloves - jmsloves@comcast.net 

     Like us on Facebook! 

https://www.facebook.com/CongBethElSNJ 

DIRECTORY 

     Follow us on Instagram! 

https://www.instagram.com/BethElSNJ/ 
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