
Jewish Identity & Theology  
In preparation for their Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
year students study ethics and Jewish  
values through source material from     
sacred texts and critical thinking activities 
that help awaken them to Judaism’s    
ethical underpinnings and the connection 
between Judaism and their own lives.  
  

Hebrew  

The Vav year hones in on grammatical 
skills such as recognizing pronominal     
suffixes and prefixes and roots. Teachers 
work to reinforces the Torah Service,    
preparing the Vav students for the         
upcoming Bar and Bat Mitzvah year. 
  

Holidays and Mitzvot  

Vav students will rediscover the holidays 
beyond ritual and learn the dynamic      
nature of our tradition that inspires each 
new generation to make its own sacred 
contributions.  
 

Israel Connection 
A new curriculum that will connect the 
students to Israel while building Jewish 
values. Through multi-media presenta-
tions and textual sources, as well as Face 
Time, students will engage with the real 
Israel. 
 

Bible 

(Early Prophets: Joshua, Book of Judges, 

Samuel I) Learning the original text and 
the traditional commentaries, Vav         
students discover the historical and      
ethical significance of the Book of Judges 
and learn what lessons we can draw from 
the leadership skills of each of the rulers 

of Israel.  
 

Prayer Goals 
  

The Vav year presents a unique        
opportunity to perfect the students’ 
t’fillah skills, so that they are able to 
participate in a variety of services. 
Our students will learn proper nusach, 
as well as meaning of the various 
prayers. An accompanying CD of all 
these prayers can be obtained from 
the Beth El Website www.bethelsnj.org 
 

Vav T’fillot (Prayers)  
Kabbalat Shabbat & Ma’ariv Service 
L’cha Dodi,  
Mizmor Shir,  
Chatzi Kaddish,  
Barchu,  
Ma’ariv Aravim,  
Ahavat Olam,  
Shema,  
Va’Yomer,  
Mi Chamocha,   
V’Shamru,  
Va’Yechulu (Kiddush,)  
Magen Avot,  
Shalom Aleichem, 
Birkat Ha’Mazon: short version.  
Shir Ham’a lot 
Review of  entire Torah Service  
Birchot ha’Haftarah 
Musaf Kedusha  
 

Music 
Your child will learn many new songs 
in Hebrew and/or English each week 
with Cantor Leon Sher.  

Special Points 
of Interest 

  

Vav Siyyum and 
Graduation Service  

Friday, May 20,  
5:45 PM 

A culminating gradua-
tion ceremony  with a 

student led Service     
followed by a catered 

Shabbat Dinner.  
 

Family B’Yachad  
Program—Tzitzit;  Ties 

that Bind Us 
Sunday, Nov. 15 

You and your child will 
learn the mitzvah of 

tzitzit using the text or 
the prayer, Vayomer, 

and creating and 
knotting a tzitzit.            

Back to School  
in the Sukkah 

Sunday, October 4  

Meet your child’s teach-
er and learn about our  

programs.  

Annual Grandparents  
Mitzvah Day and  

 Zimriyah,  
 (Song Festival)  

Sunday, April 10 

What to Expect in Your Child’s 

Kita Vav (6th Grade) 

Look for an email  

from the 
Vav Team 

 Binyamin Stone 
Jerry Bralow 

Remember! 
If you want to know what’s going on 

every week at  Beth El Religious 
School, read Yaffa’s Ma Chadash. 

http://www.bethelsnj.org


Shabbat Attendance Requirement 

 It is expected that your child attend Shabbat Services a minimum of 10 times during the year. That is 

really not hard to do and you could do it at our Junior Congregation, a weekly service for children in 

elementary school from 10:15 – 11:45AM. 

 While your child is having a great time meeting other children and experiencing a real Shabbat     

feeling, you can join your fellow congregants in the Main Sanctuary where our Rabbis and Hazzan 

create a friendly and warm Shabbat atmosphere. There is always a great Kiddush that follows       

services. 

 It is easy  to accumulate attendance points during the year; We would like you to attend at least 5 of 

the 10 services in the format described above, but the remaining 5 service requirements can be     

fulfilled in a variety of creative ways:  

 Attending Rabbi Green’s Monthly Friday Night Junior Congregation  (see schedule)  

 Coming to a 1st Friday Service  

 Being in the Main Sanctuary or at another synagogue for a Bar/Bat Mitzvah  

 Helping your family make a minyan during weekly and/or Shabbat Mincha and Maariv 

(evenings) services. 

 Shabbat at the Shore 

 Attending Simchat Torah Evening – (this year, Thursday, October 16) 

 Attending the Kids’ Megillah Reading – (this year, Wednesday, March 4) 

 Sometimes, your child’s class will be the leader at services. That means that the children, may read 

Torah or lead a prayer or song during services. You will be given enough notice in advance. The 

dates are indicated on the Youth Services Schedule. 

 PLEASE NOTE: The Hazzan expects you and your child to attend services 2 times per month, in the 

Main Sanctuary, 12 months prior to your child’s Bar/Bat Mitzvah.   

It’s Cool to Be in Shul! 


