
 
 
 

 
 

Student and Parent  
Handbook & Curriculum Guide 

2014 – 2015 / 5775 
 

   Melissa Silver & Drew Katz Educational Center 
   Joel & Linda Appel Campus 

 
   8000 Main Street – Voorhees, New Jersey 08043 

    (856) 675-1166         FAX – (856) 489-3280 
kchandler@bethelsnj.org 

www.bethelsnj.org 

 

Binyamin Stone, Director 
Kimberly S. Chandler, Administrative Assistant 

 
BETH EL HEBREW HIGH SCHOOL FACULTY 

Larry Abrams    Marsha Axler 
Tamar Barkan                                         Ellen Fine        
Harry Grossman   Alan Kritz           
Rabbi Aaron Krupnick  Chaim Respes     
Cantor Leon Sher   Binyamin Stone 

 
Hebrew High Board Members 

Andy Bender     Ronit Boyd 
Jane Broder    Harry Grossman 
Lisa Jacobs    Robyn Kaplan 

    Debbie Shore 
 
  

mailto:kchandler@bethelsnj.org


 2 

TABLE OF CONTENTS                                                           PAGE # 
  

Opening Letter from Binyamin Stone    3 

Goals of the School & School Hours     4 

Policies 
 Code of Responsibilities and Expectations          5 
 Discipline Procedures              5  
 Attendance Policy      6 
 Lateness       6 
 Student Drop Off and Pick-Up    6 
           School Cancellation                                                              6 
 Dress Requirement      6 
 Food Policy       7 

Cell Phones       7 
Supplies       7 
Between Period Break     7 

      College Bound Information                                          7 
Shabbat Attendance Requirement           7 
Teen Shabbat Services                                                         8 

Beth El Youth Department                                                         8 

USY                                              8  

Class Schedules       9 

 Core Class Descriptions                                                   10 

 Elective Class Descriptions      12 

 Attendance / Discipline Contract     14 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 3 

OPENING LETTER FROM BINYAMIN STONE 

 
Dear Hebrew High Students and Parents: 
 
            Shalom!  Welcome back to what I know will be an exciting, inspiring year at Beth El’s Hebrew High 
School. We are continuing in our effort to create innovative, relevant programming to help you better 
understand who you are, your relationship with Judaism and how that affects who you will become.  We have 
new classes, electives and teachers this year, along with new leadership. This welcome packet includes 
important information about the approaching school year.  
 
  Among the highlights of the year will be our trips.  Our 8th, 9th and 10th graders will travel to 
Washington, DC on Thursday, November 6 (SAVE THE DATE!) to visit the Holocaust Memorial Museum and 
see some of the sights in the nation’s capitol.  Additionally, we will have three local outings (bowling, skating, 
etc.) this year.  Hebrew High 1 (7th grade) students, as part of their study of the Jewish lifecycle, will visit the 
mikvah (ritual bath) at Congregation Sons of Israel in the fall, and in the spring will visit a funeral home, Platt 
Memorial Chapels.  And of course, our Confirmation Class will be traveling to Israel at the end of December for 
a truly transformational experience in the homeland of the Jewish people.   
 
 On Tuesday evening, September 9 at 7 PM we will have our annual Hebrew High Orientation for both 
parents and students.  We will introduce our new teachers and new classes. You will meet your teachers and 
get a feel for each class. Refreshments will be served! 

 
Tuesday nights will continue to be our elective nights, and Thursday nights are set classes.  

Remember—your teachers, Rabbi Krupnick and I are here as a resource for you and your family.  Please never 
hesitate to come to us with questions, suggestions or comments.   

 
I look forward to seeing you at our Hebrew High School Orientation.  Regular classes will commence 

on Thursday, September 11 from 7:00 - 9:00 PM.       
            
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Binyamin Stone 
Director 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  

        How to Get in Touch with Binyamin Stone, Director: 

   I love meeting with parents and students!  As I’m sometimes busy, it’s best to be in 

touch with me or Kimberly Chandler, the Religious School assistant (x. 409) to 

make an appointment.  Also, you are always able to contact me through e-mail at 

bstone@bethelsnj.org and I will respond as soon as possible. 

 

mailto:bstone@bethelsnj.org
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GOALS OF THE SCHOOL 
 

We want HH to feel like a family where teachers and students work together towards a common goal. Every 
staff member of Beth El’s Hebrew High will focus on the emotional well-being of our students. 
 
Our ultimate goal is that every lesson should be interesting and applicable.  
We want every class to feature at least one clear and relevant life lesson learned from the Torah, a life lesson 
that students can immediately apply. We want our students to see how our precious Jewish traditions can be 
relevant and meaningful today as they were thousands of years ago. Finally, we want our students to walk out 
of every class just a little prouder of being Jewish. 
 
Hebrew High will focus on social interactions between students, which will help our young people build new 
friendships with local Jewish teens. The vehicles to make this happen will be outings, group games and 
activities as well as voluntary mitzvah projects and student committees. 
 
As Beth El HH parents, we encourage you to ask yourselves: 
 
How is Hebrew High giving my child enrichment that the public schools cannot provide? Will Hebrew High 
make my child think, speak, and communicate better? 
 
What life skills can we learn from the Torah? 
 
How can my child become kinder, more cooperative, and more respectful?  How can HH improve my 
relationship with my child? 
 
How can Hebrew High classes inspire my child to become more of a risk-taker and critical thinker? 
 
SCHEDULES 
Our Tuesday night electives run on a trimester schedule. This gives you more options throughout the year to 
take different classes. You will have to choose your classes before the start of each trimester. 
 
Our Thursday night classes run on a semester schedule. The classes are pre-assigned, grade specific and will 
prepare the student for their Bar/Bat Mitzvah, Israel trip and Confirmation. 
 
What to do next: 

1. Read this Student & Parent Handbook & Curriculum Guide. Make sure to review the 2014-2015 
Hebrew High Calendar.   

 

2. Elective Registration Form - please fill out as follows: 
(a) Go to: https://bethelsnj.wufoo.com/forms/x1db5z1j1jb0mb7/  
(b) Select your first, second and third choices for first period and for second period.  (Note: 

these are just for the first trimester.) 
(c) Many, but not all, trimester workshops will be repeated, so if you do not get your first choice 

now, you may be able to get it next trimester. 
 

3. Students and parents must sign the Discipline/Attendance Contract.  
 

https://bethelsnj.wufoo.com/forms/x1db5z1j1jb0mb7/
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POLICIES 
CODE OF RESPONSIBILITIES AND EXPECTATIONS 
To help foster a positive educational climate in our school we have developed a discipline plan that affords 
each student the opportunity to accept responsibility for his/her own behavior.  Everyone in the school 
community must play a role in contributing to an effective educational environment. 

 
THE STUDENT WILL: 

 Accept responsibility for his/her own actions. 

 Attend school regularly or make arrangements to complete portfolio projects. 

 Arrive on time for class and activities. 

 Treat fellow students, teachers and staff with respect. 

 Respect property. 

 Only bring appropriate materials to school. 

 Abide by our school’s dress code and policies. 

 Accept responsibility for completing all classroom requirements. 
 

THE PARENT WILL: 

 Assure the student’s regular attendance in school or completion of make-up projects. 

 Inform the school if extended absences occur and help to create a make-up plan. 

 Exemplify an enthusiastic and supportive attitude toward the school and Jewish education. 

 Discuss behavioral responsibilities and expectations with the student.  

 Be responsible for student’s behavior, including paying for damaged books and property. 
 

THE TEACHER WILL: 

 Promote a climate of mutual respect and dignity, hence strengthening each student’s positive self-image. 

 Discuss with students the behavioral guidelines, including individual interpretations and expectations, 
teacher to student, as well as student to teacher. 

 Attend to minor behavioral problems in the classroom, always maintaining the student’s dignity. 

 Follow the guidelines set forth for inappropriate behavior. 

 Keep parents and Binyamin Stone apprised of students’ progress. 
 

DISCIPLINE PROCEDURES 
 (Always maintaining the student’s dignity) 

First time:  Student is warned by teacher. 
Second time:  Student loses break or other class privilege and meets with teacher and/or Director after class. 
Third time:  Parent is notified by teacher. 
 
If problem persists:  Parents will be notified by the director and a conference with all parties present will be 
called. 

SEVERE CLAUSE 
It is our number one priority that every student feels “at home” and safe while in the building.  Therefore, any 
student who engages in bullying, fighting, defies a teacher, is disrespectful, destroys school property or leaves 
the school grounds without permission will be sent to the director immediately and not be readmitted to class 
until a conference with his/her parent takes place.  
 
 Let’s keep the lines of communication open between us.  Please don’t hesitate to call should any problem 
arise. 
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ATTENDANCE POLICY 
1. Regular and punctual attendance is required in all classes.  A minimum semester or trimester attendance 

of 65% of classes must be maintained. 
2. If you know in advance that you will be missing a significant number of classes, please contact us to make a 

plan for outside projects to compensate for absences. 
 
We ask that you and your parents read the above policies carefully and sign the enclosed contract. Thank you 
for your cooperation. 

LATENESS 
Every moment of class time is precious, and it is inconsiderate to the teacher and fellow students to interrupt a 
class already in progress.  Students are asked to please report to class at 7:00 PM SHARP.  

 
ARRIVAL/DISMISSAL/PARKING 

Arrival and Drop-Off: 
Upon Arrival and Drop-Off, please pull into the circle in front of the synagogue and drop the students off at 
the first covered entrance.   
 
Pick-Up: 
When picking up your child, please park in a spot in the main lot.  When your children get out, they will look 
for you, but it does help if you get out and meet them by the covered entrance.  When your children arrive at 
your car, please use great caution in exiting the lot, not only are there children present, but things can get 
tight for cars in the parking lot aisles.   
 
If you are picking your child up early, you must come into the building.  We cannot let students leave the 
building unaccompanied during school hours.   

 
SCHOOL CANCELLATION DUE TO BAD WEATHER 

In general, we are closed whenever Cherry Hill and/or Voorhees schools are closed.  If inclement weather 
occurs during the day, we will e-mail all parents.   

 
DRESS REQUIREMENT 

 Students entering the building must be clothed in a respectable and acceptable manner befitting a 
religious environment.  Therefore, NO short shorts, tube/tank tops, cut-offs and t-shirts with violent or 
profane pictures on them will be permitted.   

 

 KIPPOT:  Boys are required to wear kippot or hats at all times while in school or Synagogue.   
 

 Each teacher is responsible for the teaching environment in his or her classroom.  Therefore, additional 
rules, like no baseball caps, may be set by an individual teacher in a particular class. 

 
FOOD POLICY 

Snacks will be available for sale during break. Snacks must be purchased and consumed during break. 
 

CELL PHONES 
We understand our students’ reluctance to part with their cell phones and we understand the concern for their 
safety.  However, cell phones are extremely disruptive to the High School Program. 
Therefore: 

 Cell phones must be turned off and out of sight while in class. 

 We will confiscate all cell phones that are not turned off or out of sight, and parents may need to retrieve 
them from Director’s office. 
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SUPPLIES 
Students should bring a pen or pencil & kippah (boys) each Tuesday and Thursday evening.  Individual teachers 
may have other supply needs for their classes. These will be discussed on the first regular class day. 

 

BETWEEN PERIOD BREAK 
During the break between evening services and second period, students will be allowed to gather in the youth 
lounge and entrance hall areas, NOT in the classrooms.  You may support our Confirmation Class and purchase 
candy from the Snack Cart.   

TEFILLAH 
An important component of your Hebrew High School experience is tefillah (prayer).  A 10-15 minute segment 
of Tefillah will follow Period I.  The idea of this period is to help students explore how prayer can play an 
important role in their lives and to review the prayers that they have learned in their Jewish education up until 
Hebrew High School.  It is expected that students will participate in a respectful way.  

 
COLLEGE BOUND 

Letters of recommendation and school transcripts will be offered to our graduates when they apply for 
college.  Colleges are always looking for leadership training and experiences in their applicants.  This four-year 
religious and community leadership program will surely be an asset in the application process. 
 

SHABBAT ATTENDANCE 
Attending Shabbat services is an integral part of a religious education, especially for young adults.  It is one of 
the most significant links to our faith.  In fostering Jewish identity, a key component of our mission, there is no 
substitute for coming together each Shabbat and worshiping as one with fellow congregants. 
 
As a Pre or Post Bar/Bat Mitzvah, we want you to feel welcome in the Main Sanctuary.  We would like you to 
become familiar with the Shabbat Service, Torah reading, aliyot (Torah blessings) and general protocol of the 
synagogue as well as to partake in the Kiddush that follows.  We do realize, however, that as teenagers, you 
might want to be with others your own age.   
    
Consequently, a Teen Shabbat Service will meet regularly. This service will be completely peer-driven and led, 
supervised by Stacey Shaaltiel, our USY advisor. Attendance at these services is not a requirement of the High 
School, but you are encouraged to attend. This year we have plans to incorporate a lot of fun themes into our 
Shabbat service, so come and check out how much fun coming to synagogue can be.  Also, at some of the teen 
services a light breakfast will be provided and sometimes a luncheon as well. 
 
We hope these services will be rewarding for you, and we look forward to your participation.   

 
TEEN SERVICE SCHEDULE 

Teen services will be held from 10 am - 12 pm on the first Saturday of every month, except where indicated 
otherwise.  Also, the teen service will have special programs on other Shabbatot, so look for more information 
to come. 

Teen Shabbat dates: 
October 4     November 1  December 6  February 7  March 7 

April 4  May 2   June 6   July 4  August 1 
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BETH EL YOUTH DEPARTMENT 
Beth El’s award-winning Youth Department offers a variety of activities and programs for the youth of our 
synagogue. Our goal is to provide informal experiential learning through fun, innovative and social activities 
for all ages. Each of our youth groups offer age-appropriate events and activities, which are overseen by 
advisors, our Educational Director Yaffa Fuchs, and Binyamin Stone.  If you have any questions, feel free to 
contact Kimberly at the synagogue ext. 409 or the appropriate youth group advisor. 

 
 

USY     (Grades 8–12) 
Advisor: Stacey Shaaltiel, stacey.shaaltiel@gmail.com  

President: Idan Kantor, idans@comcast.net 
 

Our award winning USY chapter offers Jewish teens the opportunity to develop lasting friendships with other 
Jewish teens from Beth El, Hagesher region, and across the USA. Beth El USY is run by a peer elected executive 
board and overseen by our advisor, Stacey. It offers a variety of programs - social, community service, and 
Israel awareness. USY members may participate in all Beth El USY chapter events, all regional events including 
conventions, dances, and the USY Basketball League, among other programs. This year promises to be a 
spectacular one filled with fun and memorable experiences! For questions or information feel free to contact 
Stacey or Andrew. Send in your membership forms now so that you can join in on the fun!   

 

mailto:stacey.shaaltiel@gmail.com
mailto:idans@comcast.net
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CLASS SCHEDULE 2014-2015  
 

Tuesday Trimester 1 Period 1 
Modern 

Israel 
Teen Choir Bubbe’s Kitchen Jewish History 

The Art of 
Jewish Living 

Jewish Stories 

Alan Kritz HAPB Ellen Fine Larry Abrams Tamar Barkan Binyamin Stone 

Room 206 SH C Kitchen Room 306 Room 204 Room 310 
 

Tuesday Trimester 1 Period 2     

Jewish Debate Hot Topics Teacher Training 
Hebrew – it’s a 

spoken 
language! 

Jewish 
Contributions 

Larry Abrams Ellen Fine Binyamin Stone Tamar Barkan Alan Kritz 

Room 306 Room 201 Room 310 Room 204 Room 206 
NOTE: ELECTIVES FOR 2

ND
 & 3

RD
 TRIMESTERS WILL BE ANNOUNCED LATER IN THE YEAR.   

 
 

Thursday Semester 1 Period 1 
Jewish 

Lifecycles 
Bnai Mitzvah 

Seminar 
Shoah 

Baruch Who....? Exploring 
and Incorporating Prayer 

into Our Lives 
Jewish Living Israel Seminar 

HH IA HH IB HH IIA HH IIB HH III HH IV 

Marsha Axler 
Room 203 

Rabbi Krupnick with 
Jamie Dollinger 

Room 306 

Alan Kritz 
Room 206 

Harry Grossman  
Room 211 

Binyamin Stone 
Room 310 

Chai Respes 
Room 205 

 

Thursday Semester 1 Period 2 
Baruch Who....? 

Exploring and 
Incorporating Prayer 

into Our Lives 

Jewish 
Lifecycles 

Back to the 
Basics: Torah 

Shoah Israel 

Game Changer - 
Defining 

moments in 
Jewish history. 

HH IA HH IB HH IIA HH IIB HH III HH IV 

Harry Grossman  
Room 211 

Marsha Axler 
Room 203 

Binyamin Stone 
Room 310 

Alan Kritz 
Room 206 

Chaim Respes 
Room 205 

Rabbi Krupnick 
Room 306 

 
 

Thursday Semester 2 Period 1 
Bnai Mitzvah 

Seminar 
Jewish 

Lifecycles 

Baruch Who....? Exploring 
and Incorporating Prayer 

into Our Lives 
Shoah 

Jewish Ethics 
Mishnah 

Real World 
Judaism 

HH IA HH IB HH IIA HH IIB HH III HH IV 
Rabbi Krupnick with 

Jamie Dollinger 
Room 306 

Marsha Axler 
Room 203 

Harry Grossman 
Room 211  

Alan Kritz 
Room 206 

Chaim Respes 
Room 205 

Binyamin Stone 
Room 310 

 

Thursday Semester 2 Period 2 
Jewish 

Lifecycles 

Baruch Who....? Exploring 
and Incorporating Prayer 

into Our Lives 
Shoah 

Back to the 
Basics: Torah 

How Do I 
Decide? 

Senior Project 

HH IA HH IB HH IIA HH IIB HH III HH IV 

Marsha Axler 
Room 203 

Harry Grossman 
Room 211  

Alan Kritz 
Room 206 

Binyamin Stone 
Room 310 

Rabbi Krupnick 
Room 306 

Chaim Respes 
Room 205 
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CORE COURSES DESCRIPTIONS 
 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Seminar (HH I)   Instructor:  Rabbi Aaron Krupnick with Jamie Dollinger 
This course will help our students focus more on the meaning and obligations of becoming a Bar/Bat Mitzvah.  
Our students will become sensitized to the fact that living as a Bar/Bat Mitzvah means integrating the 
personal, family and community experiences of a Jew. (1 semester) 
 
Jewish Lifecycle (HH I)        Instructor:  Marsha Axler 
Have you ever wondered why people visit the Mikvah (ritual bath) or what a Pidyon HaBen is?  Or why some 
brides and grooms fast on their wedding day?  In this course you will examine important moments in a Jew’s 
life from birth to death.  Get ready to understand the traditions and laws that have shaped Jewish life for 
thousands of years.  This class meets on Thursday evenings.  (Full year) 
 
Baruch Who....? Exploring and Incorporating Prayer into Our Lives (HH I & II)               Instructor:  Dr. Harry Grossman 
Do you pray on a daily basis?  Do you feel comfortable praying and do you understand the prayers you are 
saying and their meaning?  In this course, we will examine in-depth many of the prayers that are central to 
Judaism and learn how we can incorporate prayer into our daily lives.  This course will assist in learning to pray 
with knowledge and confidence.  We will also be using music from various modern Jewish artists to make our 
liturgy more meaningful. 
 
Holocaust (HH II)         Instructor:  Alan Kritz 
This course is a detailed study of the Holocaust - what happened, why it happened, and what impact it will 
have on generations to come.  This class is always a highlight for our HH II students.  (Full year) 
 
Back to the Basics – Bible (HH II)       Instructor:  Binyamin Stone 
Remember all those Bible stories that you learned in Hebrew School? Well, this class will review the old tales 
and begin to explore them for their adult meaning. What impact do the exploits of Abraham or Moses have on 
our lives today?  How can we learn from their examples? (1 semester) 
 
Rabbi’s Seminar (HH III)       Instructor:  Rabbi Aaron Krupnick  
"How Do I Decide?"  - Today all Jews are "Jews by Choice."  How does Conservative Judaism help you to decide on 
what Jewish path to take?  How did previous generations make those choices? (1 semester) 
 
Israel (HH III)          Instructor:  Chaim Respes 
This is an intensive class focused on the history, politics, and culture of the modern state of Israel.  The 
comprehensive curriculum includes the history of Zionism, the formation of the State of Israel, Israel’s wars, 
successes, struggles, and current debates.  (1 semester) 
 
Jewish Ethics/Mishnah (HH III)      Instructor: Chaim Respes 
Life is full of moments that leave us wanting more. Whether it’s a bowl of ice cream, a beautiful star filled 
night, or a comment from a stranger or friend – these are chances to gain deeper meaning from life and 
ourselves. Judaism has a number of ways that help us find that meaning. One of those ways is the Mishnah. 
Through stories and interactive discussions let’s journey through the questions of the past and the things that 
puzzle us now and maybe discover a little more of ourselves and life. 
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Back to the Basics – Jewish Living (HH III)      Instructor:  Binyamin Stone 
What does it really mean to live a Jewish life?  How will all of this Jewish stuff affect you as an adult and how 
do you decide that?  This class will look at different styles of bringing Judaism into your life so that you will be 
more prepared to make those decisions as an adult. (1 Semester) 
 
Real World Judaism (HH IV)      Instructor: Binyamin Stone 
Learn how to keep your Jewish identity after Hebrew School and how to keep your connections to your 
community while in college. Understand how your Jewish identity will come in to play in the workplace and 
the importance of raising a Jewish family. Identify how modern culture and technology can either help or 
hinder your Jewish identity. In other words, what comes after Confirmation? 
 
Rabbi’s Confirmation Seminar (HH IV)      Instructor:  Rabbi Aaron Krupnick 
"Game Changer"- Defining moments in Jewish history.  How leading figures at critical moments made the 
decisions that made us the Jewish People we are today.  What would you have done if you were in their 
shoes?  What life lessons can we learn from these epic periods in Jewish history?  (1 Semester) 
 
Israel Seminar/Senior Project (HH IV)      Instructor: Chaim Respes  
Before the Israel trip, get to know the places you will see and the things you will do on the Confirmation Israel 
Trip.  After you return, Chaim will lead a post-experience seminar focusing on continuing relationships with 
Israel and how Israel can be relevant in our adult lives.  As Confirmation approaches we will begin to focus 
more on the Confirmation ceremony and projects. This class will also include an ongoing correspondence with 
Israeli peers.  (Full year) 



 12 

ELECTIVE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 

Other electives being offered: 
At the Beth El Hebrew High School we are always striving to offer more varied and enriching electives over the 
course of the year.  Here is a list of some of the courses we will be offering during the year.  Please see each 
trimester’s registration form for that trimester’s exact offerings. 

 

Period 1 
Teen Choir          Instructors:  Cantor Leon Sher 
Do you love to sing?  Learn about singing in a group, mostly a cappella (no instruments), and hang out with our 
extraordinary Hazzan!  We’ll learn Jewish music, and perform at various synagogue events to enhance our 
celebrations and tefillot (prayers).   
 
In Bubbe’s Kitchen        Instructor:  Ellen Fine 
Material Fee - $20        Limited to 15 students 
Featuring new recipes this year, this class will involve cooking real Jewish foods and exploring the important 
Jewish world of food including the laws of kashrut and the value of food as a symbol during the holidays and 
all year round.  Open to HH II, III & IV only.   
 
Jewish History         Instructor:  Larry Abrams 
How have the Jewish people survived and flourished for nearly four thousand years?  Learn about the exciting 
and colorful history of our people, as well as the secrets of our success, through compelling documentaries, 
music, art, and more. 
 
Jewish Stories         Instructor:  Binyamin Stone 
Who doesn’t love a good story?  Come here a masterful storyteller spin a tale of wonder.  Come with 
questions and curiosity, because every story has a lesson!  
 
Modern Israel         Instructor:  Alan Kritz 
Who are Israel's most famous pop music stars? How is an Israeli teen's life different than yours? What would it 
be like living in Israel today? If you ever wondered about the answers to these questions (and many others), 
Modern Israel will give you a window into modern Israeli life. From skiing on Mount Hermon to snorkeling 
near Elat...Modern Israel will  cover such topics as sports/recreation, military service, university life/options, 
city/kibbutz life, fashion/shopping, places to visit across the country, high-tech industries (including military 
drones and the Iron Dome missile system), archaeology, and the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. The class will 
include iPads, art, videos, discussions, and the creation of a Modern Israel game and game show.   
 
The Art of Jewish Living       Instructor:  Tamar Barkan 
Material Fee - $15        Limited to 18 students 
Choose to create an artifact that is meaningful to you from your Jewish world. Have you ever wondered why 
we use a Kiddush cup for wine or a braided candle for Havdalah? Research, connect and create your artifact 
from one of our rich and beautiful traditions in this hands - on course of the Art of Jewish Living. 
 

Period 2 
Hot Topics          Instructor:  Ellen Fine 
Ever wonder what Judaism has to say about important topics of today?  Does Judaism have relevant input on 
issues like drug use, abortion, the environment and the like?  It does and this class will explore the Jewish take 
on one or two of these important issues each trimester. 
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Jewish Debate        Instructor:  Larry Abrams 
This course will allow students to participate in debates about issues that concern us both as Jews and 
thinking citizens. Topics will include: End of Life, Genetic Engineering, Animal Experimentation, Tradition and 
Change, Shabbat Observance, and Capital Punishment. 
 
 
Hebrew - it is a spoken language!      Instructor:  Tamar Barkan 
Ma Nishma? Ma Chadash? Finally your chance to get to hear, speak and acquire some Hebrew Vocabulary and 
everyday useful terms!   Use apps, games and memory techniques to try to walk away with a treasure of new 
words and a better understanding of the Hebrew language! 
 
Jewish Contributions to the World      Instructor:  Alan Kritz 
Have you ever wondered how bagels are made? Who are the funniest Jewish comedians? From the creation of 
movie studios-to high-tech inventions and medical breakthroughs-Jews have contributed much to our world. 
Jewish contributions to Our World will cover such topics as the arts (dance, art, theatre, comedy, music, TV, 
and the movies), inventions, medicine, writers/literature, and sports. The class will include iPads, art, videos, 
discussions, role-play presentations, and a game show. 
 
 
Teacher Training        Instructor:  Binyamin Stone 
Do you have any interest in being a Hebrew school teacher or teacher’s assistant? In this class we will learn 
how to make classes engaging, fun and informative. We will learn teaching and discipline techniques. 
Additionally you will have the chance to get some hands on experience throughout the year by interning in our 
very own Religious School. Participants in this class will get a letter of recommendation which will help you get 
hired as Hebrew school teachers in college and beyond. 
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CONGREGATION BETH EL 
HEBREW HIGH SCHOOL 

 

ATTENDANCE/DISCIPLINE CONTRACT 
2014-2015    5774-5775 

 
 

PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN THIS FORM. 

 
 
 
 

Student’s Name:           
 
Class: HH ______ 
 
I have read the DISCIPLINE and ATTENDANCE POLICIES in the Student-Parent Handbook, and discussed them 
with my son/daughter. 
 

Parent’s Signature: ___________________________________________________   
      
 
I have read the DISCIPLINE and ATTENDANCE POLICIES in the Student-Parent Handbook, and discussed them 
with my parent(s) and agree to abide these policies. 

 
Student’s Signature:          
 
Date: ______________________    
 
Comments:                         
                
                
                 
 

 
Dear Hebrew High Student: 

 


