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14 Tammuz 5774 – July 12, 2014 
 

On Israel and our Humanity 
I want to ask you all to do something difficult for the next few minutes.  I want you to listen 
with resilience, to hang in there if something I say is hard for you to listen to.  And it may be.  
And during Kiddush, or this coming week, I promise to listen to you.   
 
Israel—its civilians, its children, all are under attack, under assault from a barrage of, as of 
Thursday, more than 700 rockets fired from Gaza into Israel.  And the terrorists in Gaza are 
under attack from the Israeli Defense Force, rightfully and honorably defending the safety and 
security of Israel and its citizens, Jewish and Muslim.  As the signs outside our building say, “We 
stand with Israel, and pray for peace in the Middle East.”  And pray we have, and pray more we 
will.  And by coming together, by voicing our support online, and in calls, messages, and dollars 
to our friends and brothers and sisters in Israel, we are doing all we can.   
 
My heart--our hearts--are heavy with the trauma of this cruel, indiscriminate and terrorist 
assault on Israel.  Seeing pictures of friends and their kids in bomb shelters and stairwells, 
hearing about mothers telling bedtime stories about missile defense systems, as a parent, I find 
myself trembling.  In anger, in fear, in bewilderment, at those who care more for death than for 
life.   
 
To target civilians, to celebrate the death of children, is inhumane.  What Israel does is 
minimize civilian casualties to the greatest extent possible, sending leaflets, calling cellphones, 
sending flares and non-exploding missiles to warn civilians to leave a building before it is 
attacked.  Apparently, some civilians have willingly acted as human shields, martyring 
themselves, in effect.  And every time civilians are killed, Israel initiates an inquiry into their 
deaths, almost immediately.  Israel is intensely moral about its tactics on the ground, and 
deeply reflective about mistakes it makes afterward.  Yet even despite Israel’s very best efforts, 
civilians die, children die.  And they die because right now, there are many terrorists who care 
more about killing Jews than their own children living.  They leave their kids in houses they 
know will be targeted to make martyrs out of children.  In spite of this, Israel still has the right 
and the obligation to defend itself; Israel’s vigorous defense is just and justified, and necessary.   
 
As I’ve read the articles about the rockets, the ones landing in Israel targeting civilians, the ones 
landing in Gaza targeting terrorists, for the first few days I didn’t pay much attention to the 
casualties.  No one Israel had been killed by the rockets.  That’s all I cared about, I and I read 
update after update, account after account, of the trauma that these rockets inflict on Jewish 
kids, some of them kids I know.  And I began to see reports about the children who have died in 
Gaza, despite Israel’s best efforts.  And I pretty much ignored them.  But after more days, and 
more articles, and a few more kids killed.  And it began to feel callous; it began to feel heartless.  
There is a cost, a toll, in human life, and in our psyche, in our spirit, in our collective neshama—
in the Jewish soul, when children die.   
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I love Israel, and my sadness for the loss of innocent Palestinian life doesn’t diminish that love 
one iota.  Two things can be true.  We can stand with Israel and support Israel as Israel defends 
itself.  And we can also mourn the loss of innocent life.  And at a young age, it is innocent.  We 
can do both things, we must.  To have compassion for the loss of innocent life does not 
undermine our standing with Israel.  But when we lose our compassion for the loss of the lives 
of children, we lose a little bit our own humanity, and we must not let anyone take that from 
us.   
 
I want to share two stories with you.   
 
In Detroit in the 60’s, Rabbi Morris Adler was assassinated by a congregant on the bima. The 
assassin - a teenage boy who was a member of the congregation - was mentally ill and after 
shooting the rabbi, he turned the gun on himself. He died instantly.   
 
What most people do not know is that Goldie Adler, the rabbi’s wife, brought a shiva meal to 
the parents of the boy who shot her husband and killed himself.  
 
And on Tuesday, a group of Jews visited the mother of Mohammed Abu Khdeir, the Palestinian 
boy who was killed, it seems in revenge for the murder Naftali Fraenkel, Gilad Shaar, and Eyal 
Yifrah.   
 
Here is how the visit was reported on the radio:  

"A huge group of Israelis has just pulled up in a tour bus, and people are arriving, some 
wearing yarmulkes, some wearing headscarves. They are young, and old, wearing sunglasses 
and flip-flops or somber button-up shirts and slacks. 

"The murdered teenager's uncle stiffly stands to greet his visitors. He tells the reporter 
his culture of hospitality compels him to greet these guests warmly. 

"'I am an Arab,' he says. 'As long as they are in my house, I cannot turn them back. They 
are welcome in my house.'” 

"So, the Israelis sit awkwardly in the plastic chairs." 
They have come to apologize for the behavior of extremists, they say. But not all the 

relatives want the visitors there; one woman screams not to let others in. 
Explaining why she came, teacher Nena Leibel tells the reporter, "I personally think that 

any time one person does something good for another person, this world gets a little better." 
Leibel brought dates and coffee as a gift for the family. But "one of Abu Khdeir's aunts 

told her, 'I don't want anything from you.' So she hangs on to them." 
The reporter asks another visitor, Ruth Danziger, if it's hard to make such gestures when 

attacks are underway. 
"Maybe," she says. But, she adds, "I think the peace will come from the people, not 

from our leaders." 
Eventually, the Israeli women gather near Mohammed's mother in an extraordinary 

scene.  "In the center of the grape arbor, Mohammed Abu Khdeir's mother Suha sits, weeping 
over the loss of her son. Many of the Israeli women around her are crying, too. 

" 'I want them here,' she says through tears. 'I want these women to support me.' " 
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Nena Leibel tells the reporter that the gifts she had brought — dates and coffee — were 
finally accepted. In return, she got a hug.  
 
What Goldie Adler did, and what these Jews who visited Suha Khdeir did, were acts of 
humanity, of empathy, of compassion, of holiness.  They recognized the value of human life.   
 
And in a small way, I would like us to do the same, to renew our compassion for human life, for 
children, because being Jewish means not cheering at the death of children.  Being Jewish 
means mourning for them, just as we mourn for our own children.  To remain human in the 
face of inhumanity is very hard, because it requires us to see the humanity in others, difficult as 
it may be to find.  And it is the job of a Jew to strive constantly to be more human, more 
humane, more holy.   
 
So far, we thank God and Iron Dome, Israel’s remarkable missile defense system, no Israelis 
have been killed in these rocket attacks, although one woman died of a heart attack while 
running to take shelter.  But as of Thursday night, 83 Palestinians had been killed, according to 
at least one source, 14 of whom were 14 years old or younger.  Could we say they would have 
grown up to become terrorists, to kill Jews?  Maybe—only God knows.  But when they died, 
these children were still innocent, caught up in a conflict not of their making.   
 
Here are the names and ages of the children who have been killed in over the past several 
weeks: 

Naftali Fraenkel, Gilad Shaar, and Eyal Yifrah were the boys murdered by terrorists.  
 Mohammed Abu Khdeir was abducted and killed.   

 
And in explosions in Gaza, the following children were killed: 

1.  Seraj Ayad Abed al-A’al, 8  
2.  Hussein Yousef Kawareh, 13 
3.  Bassim Salim Kawareh, 10 
4.  Amir Areef, 13 
5.  Mohammed Malkiyeh, one and a half years old  
6.  Ibrahim Masri, 14 
7.  Yasmin Mohammed al-Mutawwaq, 4. 
8.  Mohammed Khalaf al-Nawasra, 4, arrived at the hospital “in shreds.” 
9.  Nidal Khalaf al-Nawasra, a child of unreported age  
10.  Ranim Jawde Abdel Ghafour, a young girl 
11.  Maryam Atieh Muhammad al-Arja, 11 
12.  Abdullah Ramadan Abu Ghazzal, 5 
13.  Sumoud al-Nawasra, a mother, was killed in a bombing along with her two 

 children. 
 
May their souls be bound up in the bond of eternal life, and may their memories be a blessing.   
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May we have the humanity to mourn every innocent human life that is lost, while never losing 
our resolve to protect and defend the state of Israel and the Jewish people from those who 
seek to harm or destroy them.   
 
And May the one who makes peace in the heavens, make peace over us, over Israel, and over 
all who dwell on this earth.  And let us say, Amen.    


