
Hey (5th Grade) 
Curriculum 

 
Theology 
 

Building on the concepts and vocabulary 
learned the previous year, Gimmel 
students gain a deeper understanding 
into the Jewish people’s covenantal 
relationship with God. They discover 
how we add to life’s holiness through 
the performance of mitzvot, 
(Commandments)  

 
Hebrew 
 

Fifth graders work on Prayer Literacy; 
refining their grammar skills, using 
prayer vocabulary lists to translate 
complex prayers in the Shabbat Morning 
Service, reading traditional stories that 
illustrate the meanings and ethical 
concepts of the prayers. 

 
Bible 
 

Fifth graders begin the earnest study of 
Torah, the Five Books of Moses, with 
original sources. Using The Rabbi’s 
Bible, students explore for themselves 
the biblical texts and rabbinic 
interpretations from which are derived 
many of the values they have learned 
thus far in Religious School.  

 
Holidays and Mitzvot 
 

Hey students continue the graded 
curriculum of the Melton Research 
Center of the Jewish Theological 
Seminary. In addition to learning a new 
perspective on the holidays, Gimmel 
students learn about the following 
mitzvot: Kashrut (observing the dietary 
laws),   Rodef Shalom ( seeking peace), 
Bikkur Cholim (visiting the sick), Bal 
Tash’hit (preserving the environment), 
and Gemilut Chassadim ( doing deeds 
of kindness). 

 

 
 
 
 
Prayer 
 

Hey students review and practice all of 
the prayers learned thus far. In addition, 
they learn the Torah Service (for 
Shabbat morning):  Ayn Camocha, Av 
Ha’Rachamim, V’yehi BinSoah Ha’Aron, 
L’Cha Adonai Ha’Gedula, Torah 
Blessings,Chatzi Kadish, V’zot H’Torah 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service: L’cha Dodi 
Birkat Ha’Mazon (Grace after Meals), 
first and second paragraphs. 

 
Texts and Resources: 
 

Siddur Sim Shalom -USCJ 
Barvaz Press – Shabbat Morning 
Service 
The Rabbi’s Bible (Volume I, The Torah) 
-  Behrman House 
Holiday Curriculum for Gimmel Students 
– Melton Research Center of the Jewish 
Theological Seminary 
Living as Partners With God – Behrman 
House 

 
Music / Israeli Dancing 
 

Music is offered every week in grades 
Gimmel - Vav (3rd – 6th.) Children learn a 
variety of Hebrew, English or liturgical 
songs that are related to Shabbat, the 
holidays, the siddur and Israel.  Children 
will also receive instruction in Israeli 
Dancing from time to time. 

 
 
 


